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Welcome
Washwood Heath Academy Sixth Form is a
thriving community and very popular with
students from across the area. Whilst the
majority of our students typically come from
our main school, we welcome a good number
of external students every year and, if you are
considering making an application, I would
strongly advise you to come to visit us to get a
real flavour of what we have to offer.

We are a small close-knit community which
enables us to fully support each and every one
of our students on this most important part of
their academic journey. We pride ourselves on
the pastoral care we offer and the fact that
every individual student is well known to the
sixth form team. We know exactly who needs a
supportive arm round the shoulder, and when,
as well as who might need a bit more of the
challenge that is sometimes needed to ensure
students reach their potential!

Our reputation speaks for itself and our
recent Ofsted inspection described
Washwood Heath Academy as 'A school for
everyone.' Ofsted also said that 'Sixth Form
teachers have a very high level of subject
knowledge and that pupils behave very well
in lessons because there is a clear
understanding of what the school expects,
and they want to succeed.'

Being part of Washwood Heath Academy
Sixth Form will allow you to receive the very
best teaching, care, support, advice and
guidance. Our expectations are high, and
we push our students to achieve beyond
their potential, but we do this whilst
maintaining the crucial balance with extra-
curricular provision and a warm, positive
atmosphere.

Choosing the right subjects to study in Sixth Form is a
defining moment in your life as this often sets the
pathway for University and your career beyond Higher
Education. A-level subjects range from ones you have
probably already met at GCSE to ones which sound
interesting but which you may not know much about.
It is important that you get good advice from
teachers, parents and other students.

SUBJECTS OFFERED AT SIXTH FORM
Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Mathematics
English
Law
Psychology
Sociology

A-LEVEL

Applied Science
Business Studies
Child’s Play, Learning and Development
Health & Social Care
Information Technology

BTEC LEVEL 3 COURSES
Health and Social Care
Information Technology
Re-sit GCSE English
Re-sit GCSE Maths

BTEC LEVEL 2 COURSES

All our subjects offered at Sixth Form are planned to
support progression on specific job roles or to higher
education at University. However, some combination
of courses are advised for particular University
courses and employment. You need to ensure you
check University and employment websites if you
have a particular path in mind.

Depending on your career choice and GCSE
results you receive you will have different
pathways available to you. All Sixth Form
pathways are grade dependant.

SIXTH FORM PATHWAYS

Mrs Mohammed,
Sixth Form Mentor

Mr Antell,
Head of Sixth Form

Miss Khan,
Sixth Form Pastoral
Manager

STAFF
These courses all have entry requirements and you will need to
achieve a grade 5 in English, Maths and in a minimum of 3 other
subjects if you wish to study A-Levels.

If you wish to study BTEC’s you will need to achieve a grade 4 in
English, Maths and in a minimum of 3 other subjects.

Should you not be awarded a grade 4 in English or Maths you will
be offered a Level 2 pathway which includes English and/or
Maths re-sit alongside either Level 2 Health & Social Care or IT.

OUR ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS



For further information contact:
Mr M Akhtar - Head of Science Faculty

Course Name: BTEC Science Applied science (Biomedical) Equivalent to 3 A- levels
Exam Board: Person-Edexcel
Qualification Level: Level 3

BTEC Applied Science Level 3 Extended Diploma

- Usman Hussain, Parent

“My son has been supported throughout his time at
Washwood Heath Academy. He has had amazing feedback
from his teachers on his work and what can be improved. This
has helped him succeed in his academic life as he is going to
be attending the University of Birmingham and studying
English Literature. His grades were not sufficient enough at
the start of year 12, but as his teachers encouraged and
motivated him, his grades turned from C’s to A’s
exceptionally fast. This was all down to the continuous help
of the teachers that elevated his grades and confidence.”

The Pearson BTEC International Level 3
qualifications in Applied Science are
designed for learners in the 16–19 age group,
who wish to pursue a career in science-based
industries via higher education to access
graduate entry employment with science, or,
alternatively through junior science-based
employment.

All learners will be required to take
mandatory content that is directly relevant
to progression routes in all the identified
areas. Learners will study 7 mandatory units
and 6 optional units:

Cognitive and problem-solving skills –
using critical thinking, approaching non-
routine problems, applying expert and
creative solutions, using systems
and technology.

Interpersonal skills –
communicating, working collaboratively,
negotiating and influencing, self-
presentation.

Intrapersonal skills –
self-management, adaptability and
resilience, self-monitoring and
development.

Who are these qualifications for?

There are opportunities during the teaching
and learning phase to give learners practice
in developing key the employability skills:

How does BTEC Applies Science
provide transferable employability skills?

Principles and Applications of Biology I, Chemistry I, Physics I

Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques

Science Investigation Skills

Laboratory Techniques and their Application

Principles and Applications of Biology II, Chemistry II, Physics II

Investigative Project

Contemporary Issues in Science

Physiology of Human Body Systems

Human Regulation and Reproduction

Biological Molecules and Metabolic Pathways

Diseases and Infections

Microbiology

Biomedical Science

External Exam

Internally Assessed

External Exam

Internally Assessed

External Exam

Internally Assessed

External Exam

Internally Assessed

Internally Assessed

Internally Assessed

Internally Assessed

Internally Assessed

Internally Assessed

Career Progression

This qualification supports
progression to job opportunities
in the science industry at a
variety of levels.

Jobs available in these areas include:

Chemical Technician
Biomedical Scientist
Clinical Scientist
Environmental
Scientist

This qualification is recognised by higher-
education institutions as fully meeting
admission requirements to many relevant
courses in a variety of areas of the science
sector, for example:

After achieving this qualification, while
learners can progress directly to entry-level
science roles, it is likely that many will do so
via higher study.

BSc (Hons) in Chemistry with Analytical Science

BSc (Hons) in Bioscience

BSc (Hons) in Environmental Science

Higher National Diploma (HND) in
Applied Science.

Learners should always check
the entry requirements for
degree programmes with the
relevant higher education
provider.

What could these qualifications lead to?

BTEC Applied Science (Biomedical options) Level 3 Extended Diploma

Unit
Number

Mandatory Unit Title Method of Assessment

1

8

2

9

3

10

4

12

5

17

6

20

7

Biomedical Optional Unit Title



For further information contact:
Mr M Akhtar- Head of Science Faculty, Mr S Ahmed- Science KS5 Co-ordinator

Course Name: AQA Biology 7401/7402
Exam Board: AQA
Qualification Level: A-level

Biology

Biologists are scientists who study the natural world
and all the living things in it, from the largest
mammals down to our very own microscopic DNA.

They try to understand how animals and organisms
work (including us humans), how we evolved and the
things that can make us sick or improve our health.

Biologists use this knowledge to do things like try to
stop the spread of disease, track down natural
resources, improve public health, animal care and
conservation and work out the true impacts of things
like pollution.

Why choose this subject?
Biology is a key subject for lots of
STEM careers, particularly in
healthcare, medicine and jobs
involving plants or animals.

Nursing
Dentistry
Forensic science
Psychology
Physiotherapy
Botany
Environmental science
Zoology
Geology
Oceanography
Pharmaceuticals
Energy
Teaching
Science writing
Genetics and research

A-level Biology is a stepping stone to future study,
the specifications allow students to develop the
skills that the universities want to see.

The course will inspire students, nurture a passion
for Biology and lay the groundwork for further
study in courses like biological sciences and
medicine.

Biology is fundamentally an experimental subject.

These specifications provide numerous
opportunities to use practical experiences to link
theory to reality, and equip students with the
essential practical skills they need.

Career Progression

What will I learn?

Hajra Akram, parent

“I can tell you that we are very happy with Washwood, the
staff and the education provided to my daughter. The Sixth
Form staff were fantastic! She was elected as head girl which
enabled her to boost her confidence and self-esteem.
Washwood have been very supportive in making the right
career choice and have assisted me and my daughter in
every way possible in making the right decision. She has
had an amazing time at Washwood! Sixth Form supported
her well and she has been offered places in university!”

Investigation into the effect of a named
variable on the rate of an enzyme-controlled
reaction.

Preparation of stained squashes of cells from
plant root tips; setup and use of an optical
microscope to identify the stages of mitosis in
these stained squashes and calculation of a
mitotic index.

Production of a dilution series of a solute to
produce a calibration curve with which to
identify the water potential of plant tissue.

Investigation into the effect of a named
variable on the permeability of cell-surface
membranes.

Dissection of animal or plant gas exchange or
mass transport system or of organ within such
a system.

Use of aseptic techniques to investigate the
effect of antimicrobial substances on microbial
growth.

Use of chromatography to investigate the
pigments isolated from leaves of different plants,
e.g. leaves from shade-tolerant and shade
intolerant plants or leaves of different colours.

Investigation into the effect of a named factor on
the rate of dehydrogenase activity in extracts of
chloroplasts.

Investigation into the effect of a named variable
on the rate of respiration of cultures of single-
celled organisms.

Investigation into the effect of an environmental
variable on the movement of an animal using
either a choice chamber or a maze.

Production of a dilution series of a glucose solution
and use of colorimetric techniques to produce a
calibration curve with which to identify the
concentration of glucose in an unknown ‘urine’
sample.

Investigation into the effect of a named
environmental factor on the distribution of a
given species.

All students taking this Biology specification
are expected to have carried out the twelve
required practical activities.

The Science Department annually seeks opportunities
to enrich the course with visits to Science Faculties at
regional universities and national science events.

Required Practical’s

AQA Core Content Units

Unit 1: Biological molecules.

Unit 2: Cells.

Unit 3: Organisms exchange substances with

Unit 4:

Unit 5:

Unit 6:

Unit 7:

Unit 8:

their environment.

Genetic information, variation and
relationships between organisms.

Energy transfers in and between
organisms.

Organisms respond to changes in their
internal and external environments.

Genetics, populations, evolution and
ecosystems.

The control of gene expression.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.



For further information contact:
Mr C Blunt, Head of Business, cblunt@washwood.academy

Course Name: Pearson Level 3 BTEC in Business
Exam Board: Pearson (Edexcel)
Qualification Level: Equivalent in size to 3 A-Levels

Business Studies Level 3

What degrees do business students go on to?

This course can also lead on to an apprenticeship (List on apprenticeship page)

The BTEC Business course is a two year, full-time course that
meets entry requirements for students who want to progress
onto higher education courses in Business areas before
entering employment.

It can also support students who want to progress directly to
employment in job roles in business or business management
and higher apprenticeships in the business sector.

An accounting and finance degree.
These are for people who enjoyed the Finance unit. The
focus is on finance, accountancy and economics, sometimes
with some broader business content. You will need to be
good at Maths.

A business analytics degree.
Specialise in statistical analysis to help businesses use data
effectively in decision making.

An economics degree.
This looks at the whole economy rather than Business
specifically. May suit you if you fancy a challenging, well
respected academic subject involving plenty of maths.

A human resource management degree.
These are for people who enjoyed the recruitment and
selection unit. Degrees cover HR and related areas such as
employment law, managing people and psychology.

A marketing degree.
The content of this is covered in the marketing campaign
unit of your course. You will study areas such as consumer
behaviour, marketing strategy, branding, market research
and digital marketing, as well as developing wider business
awareness.

Why choose this subject? Course Outline and Assessment:
Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in Business

Unit Unit Title GLH Type Assessed

Mandatory units

Additional Units

Exploring Business

Developing a Marketing Campaign

Personal and Business Finance

Managing an Event

International Business

Principles of Management

Business Decision Making

Recruitment and Selection Process

Investigating Customer Service

Training and Development

The English Legal System

Employment Law

Mandatory

Mandatory

Mandatory

Mandatory

Mandatory

Mandatory

Mandatory
Synoptic

Additional

Additional

Additional

Additional

Additional

Internal

External

External

Internal

Internal

External

External

Internal

Internal

Internal

Internal

Internal

90

90

120

90

90

120

120

60

60

60

60

60

1

8

2

14

3

21

4

23

5

24

6

7

Unit 1
is an introduction to the basics of how and why businesses
operate and is an excellent introduction to the course.

Unit 2
is an examined unit where you will develop a marketing
campaign for a specific business.

Unit 3
is the Finance unit which is crucial for students who are
interested in Accountancy and is assessed through examination.

Unit 4
students are asked to organise an event and make judgements
about its success.

Unit 5
explores why businesses trade with other countries.

Unit 6
is an examined unit where students get a case study in advance
and then have to make recommendations on how to manage
the business.

Unit 7
exam you will learn about what motivates the
decision making of businesses.

Unit 8
you will work through the process of recruiting
people to a business.

Unit 14
explores how customer service is important in
making customers loyal to a business.

Unit 21
covers the progress of staff in a business as
they benefit from training and development.

Units 23, 24 and 25
are units that cover Business law and are
important to students who may wish to study
Law later.

Buying

Banking

Civil service

Insurance

Accounting

Bookkeeping

Marketing

Administration

Retail and Sales

Procurement

Advertising

Human Resources

Call Centre Work

Clerical Work

Economics

Public Relations

Industrial Relations

Credit Control

Quantity Surveying

Entrepreneurship

Local Government

Systems Analysis

Business Development

Property Management

Office Management

Importing/Exporting

Health Service Management

Transport and Logistics

Hospitality Management

Career Progression



For further information contact:
Mr M Akhtar- Head of Science Faculty/Mr S Ahmed- Science KS5 Co-ordinator

Course Name: AQA Chemistry 7404/7405
Exam Board: AQA
Qualification Level: A-level

Chemistry

3.1.1 Atomic structure

3.1.2 Amount of substance

3.1.3 Bonding

3.1.4 Energetics

3.1.5 Kinetics

3.1.6 Chemical equilibria, Le Chatelier’s
principle and Kc

3.1.7 Oxidation, reduction and redox
equations

3.1.8 Thermodynamics (A-level only

3.1.9 Rate equations (A-level only)

3.1.10 Equilibrium constant Kp for
homogeneous systems (A-level only)

3.1.11 Electrode potentials and
electrochemical cells (A-level only)

3.1.12 Acids and bases (A-level only)

Usman Khalid, parent

After applying as an external student, these past 3 years
have truly been a journey for our son. As He ventured
through as a teenager, and left as a young adult. I am
confident in saying that he couldn't have done this without
the support from the pastoral team, the teachers and also
his fellow colleagues. The support he received was far
beyond expectations, and developed social skills which
would be of use in future scenarios. He is now preparing to
study Mechanical Engineering at Lancaster University.

3.2 Inorganic chemistry

3.2.1 Periodicity

3.2.2 Group 2, the alkaline earth
metals

3.2.3 Group 7(17), the halogens

3.2.4 Properties of Period 3 elements
and their oxides (A-level only)

3.2.5 Transition metals (A-level only)

3.2.6 Reactions of ions in aqueous
solution (A-level only)

3.3 Organic chemistry

3.3.1 Introduction to organic
chemistry

3.3.2 Alkanes

3.3.3 Halogen alkanes

3.3.4 Alkenes

3.3.5 Alcohols

3.3.6 Organic analysis

3.3.7 Optical isomerism (A-level only

3.3.8 Aldehydes and ketones (A-level
only)

3.3.9 Carboxylic acids and derivatives
(A-level only)

3.3.10 Aromatic chemistry (A-level
only)

3.3.11 Amines (A-level only)

3.1.12 Acids and bases (A-level only)

3.3.13 Amino acids, proteins and DNA
(A-level only)

3.3.14 Organic synthesis (A-level only)

3.3.15 Nuclear magnetic resonance
spectroscopy (A-level only)

3.3.16 Chromatography (A-level only"

Chemistry will help you get ahead in
most STEM (science, technology,
engineering and maths) careers and
more besides.
Chemistry is an important subject for
careers in:

Medicine
Environmental science
Engineering
Toxicology
Developing consumer products
Metallurgy (studying how metals behave)
Space exploration
Developing perfumes and cosmetics
Pharmaceuticals
Energy
Teaching
Science writing
Software development and research

Career Progression
Chemists conduct experiments to study how
elements work in different conditions, test
how they mix, and work out what they are
made up of right down to the tiniest particle.

The results can be ground breaking, colourful,
explosive, or almost impossible to see.
Chemists use their experiments and
knowledge to develop medicines, foods,
fabrics and other materials, from neon lights
to shatterproof glass.

They also use it to understand the world
around us, from why leaves change colour to
discovering invisible pollutants in the air.

Why choose this subject?

AQA Core Content Units

All students taking this
Chemistry specification are
expected to have carried
out the twelve required
practical activities.

The Science Department
annually seeks opportunities
to enrich the course with
visits to Science Faculties at
regional universities and
national science events.

How will I be assessed? Make up a volumetric solution and carry out a simple acid–base titration

Measurement of an enthalpy change

Investigation of how the rate of a reaction changes with temperature

Carry out simple test-tube reactions to identify cations and anions

Distillation of a product from a reaction

Tests for alcohol, aldehyde, alkene and carboxylic acid

Measuring the rate of reaction by an initial rate method

Measuring the rate of reaction by a continuous monitoring method

Measuring the EMF of an electrochemical cell

Investigate how pH changes when a weak acid reacts with a strong base
and when a strong acid reacts with a weak base

Preparation of a pure organic solid and test of its purity

Preparation of a pure organic liquid

Carry out simple test-tube reactions to identify transition metal ions in
aqueous solution

Separation of species by thin-layer chromatography

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7a.

7b.

8.

9.

10a.

10b.

11.

12.



For further information contact:
Mrs N Hussain, Ms J Crosdale, Mrs N James or Miss C Alamu

Course Name: Pearson BTEC Level 3 in Health and Social Care
Exam Board: Pearson
Qualification Level: BTEC Level 3 (equivalent to 1-3 A Levels)

Children’s Play Learning and Development

This qualification is for those with an interest
in progressing to a career as an early years
educator. The early years sector in England
is made up of over 80 000 settings with 1.3
million childcare places for children under
five. This ranges from childminders and
nannies, to nurseries, crèches and preschools.

All students taking this qualification will be
required to engage with sector employers as
part of their course. This includes 750 hours
in mandatory work experience, and
production of a Practical Evidence Portfolio
to record evidence of engagement in
continuing professional development and
reflective practice in different early years
settings.

If a person holds this qualification, they
achieve the licence to practice which means
you are fully qualified to work with children
under the age of 8 and qualify towards ratios
in a place of work.

Why study Children’s Play
Learning and Development?

The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended
Diploma in Children’s Play, Learning and
Development will normally be the only
qualification in a two-year study programme.
It is particularly for the student looking for a
full-time course specialising in this sector.

The qualification is intended to carry UCAS
points and is recognised by HE providers as
meeting admission requirements to many
relevant courses, for example:

Students should always check the entry
requirements for degree programmes at
specific HE providers.

BA(Hons) Special Education

BSC (Hons) Speech and Language Therapy

BA (Hons) Primary Education

Progression in Education:

Minimum grade 4 English and Maths, Science desirable
Minimum 5 GCSEs grade 4 and above

Entry Requirements:

Course Outline and Assessment:

Career Progression
Teaching Assistants

Care Assistants

Early Years Key Workers

Speech Therapy

Social Work

Special Educational Needs Coordinator

Play Worker

Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in CPLD

Unit Unit Title GLH Type Assessed

Mandatory units

1 Children’s Development 120 Mandatory External

2 Development of Children’s Communication,
Literacy and Numeracy Skills

120

120

Mandatory External

3 Play and Learning 60 Mandatory

4 Enquiries into Current Research in Early Years
Practice

Mandatory
Synoptic External

5 Keeping Children Safe 60 Mandatory Internal

Internal

6 Children’s Physical Development, Care and
Health Needs

60

60

Mandatory Internal

7 Children’s Personal, Social and Emotional
Development

Mandatory Internal

8 Working with Parents and Others in Early Years 60 Mandatory Internal

9 Observation, Assessment and Planning 60 Mandatory Internal

10 Reflective Practice 60 Mandatory Internal

11 The Early Years Foundation Stage 60 Mandatory Internal

Optional

12 Children’s Development Outdoors 60 Additional Internal

13 Healthy Eating in the Early Years 60 Additional Internal

16 Working with Children who have Additional Needs 60 Additional Internal

20 Career Development in the Early Years Sector 60 Additional Internal



For further information contact:
Mrs N Hussain, Head of Department

Course Name: BTEC National Level 3 in Health and Social Care
Exam Board: Pearson
Qualification Level: BTEC Level 3 (equivalent to 1-3 A Levels)

Health & Social Care Level 3

Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Health and Social Care

Unit
Number

Unit Title GLH Type How
assessed

Mandatory units

1 Human Lifespan Development 90 Mandatory

2 Working in Health and Social Care Mandatory

3 Anatomy and Physiology in Health and
Social Care

Mandatory

4 Enquiries into Current Research in Health
and Social Care

Mandatory
Synoptic External

External

External

External

5 Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs Mandatory Internal

6 Work Experience in Health and Social care 60 Mandatory Internal

7 Principles of Safe Practice in Health and
Social Care

90

90

120

120

120

Mandatory Internal

8 Promoting Public Health 90 Mandatory Internal

Optional

11 Psychological Perspectives 60

60

Additional Internal

12 Supporting Individuals with Additional Needs Additional Internal

17 Caring for Individuals with Dementia 60 Additional Internal

18 Assessing Children’s Development Support
Needs 60 Additional Internal

19 Nutritional Health 60 Additional Internal

The health and social care sector comprises
two sub sectors, health care and social care.

Health care encompasses all hospital
activities, medical nursing homes and GP
services, for example. The social care sector
includes residential nursing care, residential
nursing facilities, residential care facilities,
domiciliary care and social work.

Because the Pearson BTEC Level 3 National
Extended Diploma in Health and Social Care is the
main focus of a two year study programme of
learning and is equivalent to 3 A levels, students will
be fully prepared for a range of health and social care
degree programmes.

In addition to the sector specific content, the
requirements of the qualification will mean students
develop the transferable and higher order skills that
are highly regarded by both HE and employers.

Students are required to undertake a
minimum of 100 hours work experience as
part of the course, to develop a better
understanding of the demands of the sector
and for students to demonstrate their
commitment and interest in the sector when
applying for further study.

Why study Health and Social Care?
Minimum grade 4 English and Maths, Science desirable
Minimum 5 GCSEs grade 4 and above

Entry Requirements:

The qualification is intended to carry UCAS
points and is recognised by HE providers as
meeting admission requirements for many
relevant courses, for example:

The health studies pathway within the
qualification is more scientific in nature,
and students will select from a wide range
of health science units.

This will support students when applying
for degree programmes that expect larger
amounts of prior science knowledge.
This can include degree and training
programmes in:

Radiography

Midwifery and nursing

Paramedic science

Podiatry

Healthcare science

NHS Practitioner Training Programme

BSc (Hons) in Nursing

BA (Hons) in Social Work

BSc (Hon) in Physiotherapy

BSc (Hons) in Occupational Therapy

BSc (Hons) in Speech Therapy

BA (Hons) in Health and Social Care.

Progression in Education:

Career Progression
Care Assistants/Domiciliary Care
Nursing
Midwifery
Social Work
Physiotherapy
Occupational Therapy
Pharmacy



For further information contact:
Mr F Ahmed, Head of Department. fahmed@washwood.academy

Course Name: BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in Information Technology
Exam Board: Pearson (Edexcel)
Qualification Level: Equivalent to 3 A Levels

Information Technology (IT) Level 3

The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended
Diploma in Information Technology is intended as an
Applied General qualification covering 1080 GLH and
is equivalent in size to three A Levels. It is designed to
be offered to 16–19 learners who are interested in
progressing to further study in higher education IT-
related disciplines. The qualification gives learners a
broad base of knowledge of the IT sector. The
optional units enable learners to explore areas for
further study. Learners could also progress to
employment in the IT sector.

In this qualification learners will study seven
mandatory units:

Cognitive and problem-solving skills –
using critical thinking, approaching
non-routine problems, applying expert
and creative solutions, using systems
and technology.

Interpersonal skills –
communicating, working
collaboratively, negotiating and
influencing, self-presentation.

Intrapersonal skills –
self-management, adaptability and
resilience, self-monitoring and
development.

Who are these qualifications for?
The objective of this qualification is to give learners the opportunity to
develop their knowledge and skills in IT. Learners study the relationship
between hardware and software, managing and communicating
information and data, and the principles of designing and developing
digital technologies and processes to support organisations. The
additional mandatory unit that this qualification includes is
Unit 14: IT Service Delivery (synoptic).

This qualification also includes a choice of optional units, covering areas
such as data modelling and analytics, mobile internet technologies,
creative technologies and enterprise for IT.
This will allow progression to a variety of degrees when combined with
other suitable Level 3 qualifications.

What does this qualification cover?

In the BTEC National units there are
opportunities during the teaching
and learning phase to give learners
practice in developing employability
skills. Where employability skills are
referred to in this specification, we
are generally referring to skills in the
following three main categories:

There are also specific requirements
in some units for assessment of these
skills where relevant.
For example, where learners are
required to undertake real or
simulated activities.

How does the qualification
provide employability skills?

Unit 1:

Unit 2:

Unit 3:

Unit 4:

Unit 9:

Unit 11:

Unit 14:

Information Technology Systems

Creating Systems to Manage Information

Using Social Media in Business

Programming (synoptic)

IT Project Management

Cyber Security and Incident Management

IT Service Delivery (synoptic)

Unit 5:

Unit 6:

Unit 7:

Unit 8:

Unit 9:

Unit 17:

Unit 18:

Data Modelling

Website Development

Mobile Apps Development

Computer Games Development

IT Project Management

Digital 2D and 3D Graphics

Digital Animation and Effects

This qualification includes a choice of optional
units (six to be selected), including:

In addition to the IT sector-specific content outlined
above, the requirements of the qualification enable
learners to develop the transferable and higher-
order skills that are highly regarded by higher
education providers and employers.

For example, the study of IT particularly encourages
development of research and analysis skills, project
management and prioritising, effective
communications, the synthesis skills of adapting and
integrating, and the evaluation skills of assessing,
interpreting and validating.

As this qualification is equivalent in size to three
A-Levels, it fully meets the requirements for
progression to a wide range of degree programmes
in IT and related areas. These include:

BSc in Business Information and Technology

BSc in Digital Technology Solutions

BSc (Hons) in Computer Games Technology

BSc (Hons) in Creative Technology

BSc (Hons) in Information Technology
Management for Business

BSc in Computing Forensics

BSc in Computer Networks and Security

What could these qualifications lead to?

- Ofsted Report, 2020

“Sixth Form teachers have very high levels of
subject knowledge”



For further information contact:
Mr M Akhtar- Head of Science Faculty, Mr S Ahmed- Science KS5 Co-ordinator

Course Name: AQA Physics 7407/7408
Exam Board: AQA
Qualification Level: A-level

Physics

Physicists use the laws they uncover to develop
new materials, machinery, and technology to
improve our lives and help us explore the universe
further, from computers to telescopes and
spacecraft. Physicists ask some big questions, but
they specialise in different areas and their work can
be varied.

For example, nuclear physicists study the tiniest
particles of matter to discover what the universe is
made of, whereas astrophysicists study some of the
largest things – stars, planets and celestial bodies.

Why choose this subject?
Physics is a seriously useful subject
for the majority of STEM (science,
technology, engineering and maths)
careers and you’ll find physicists
everywhere, in industry, transport,
government, universities, the armed
forces, the secret service, games
companies, research labs and more.

Physics is especially helpful for jobs that
involve building things and developing
new technologies, including:

Engineering
Astronomy
Robotics
Renewable energies
Computer science
Communications
Space exploration
Science writing
Research
Nanotechnology
Sports and games technology

Career Progression

1 Measurements and their errors

2 Particles and radiation

3 Waves

4 Mechanics and materials

5 Electricity

6 Further mechanics and thermal physics

7 Fields and their consequences (A-level only)

8 Nuclear physics (A-level only)

Astrophysics (A-level only)

Medical physics (A-level only)

Engineering physics (A-level only)

Turning points in physics (A-level only)

Electronics (A-level only)

Optional units to select from

AQA A Level Physics Content:

Lybah and Shameer Nawaz, parents

My experience of both my children attending Washwood
Heath Academy is positive. All staff have been very
supportive and encouraging, they have enabled my
children to explore their interests. The school have
provided additional provision when needed, to increase
confidence and wellbeing of my children. Communication
between myself and the staff at the school has been open
and consistent. Any issue or concerns I have had, I have
been able to raise them and felt heard.

Investigation into the variation of the
frequency of stationary waves on a string with
length, tension and mass per unit length of
the string.

Investigation of interference effects to include
the Young’s slit experiment and interference
by a diffraction grating.

Determination of g by a free-fall method.

Determination of the Young modulus by a
simple method.

Determination of resistivity of a wire using a
micrometer, ammeter and voltmeter.

Investigation of the emf and internal
resistance of electric cells and batteries by
measuring the variation of the terminal pd of
the cell with current in it.

Investigation into simple harmonic motion using a
mass-spring system and a simple pendulum.

Investigation of Boyle’s (constant temperature) law
and Charles’s (constant pressure) law for a gas.

Investigation of the charge and discharge of
capacitors. Analysis techniques should include log-
linear plotting leading to a determination of the
time constant RC.

Investigate how the force on a wire varies with flux
density, current and length of wire using a top pan
balance.

Investigate, using a search coil and oscilloscope, the
effect on magnetic flux linkage of varying the angle
between a search coil and magnetic field direction.

Investigation of the inverse-square law for gamma
radiation.

All students taking this Physics specification are
expected to have carried out the twelve required
practical activities.

The Science Department annually seeks opportunities
to enrich the course with visits to Science Faculties at
regional universities and national science events.

Required Practical’s

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

9

10

11

12

13



For further information contact:
Dr W Affane, Head of KS5 Maths or Mr S Yousaf, Head of Department

Course Name: Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Mathematics (9MA0)
Exam Board: Pearson (Edexcel)
Qualification Level: A-Level

Mathematics

There are many reasons why people choose to
study A Level Mathematics. It might be a
requirement for what you want to study at
university (physics, psychology, economics,
computing, and business studies prefer
students to have A Level maths if possible).

Since maths is one of the most traditional
subjects a good grade in maths can boost an
application for pretty much every course.

Studies have also shown that people with
Maths A Level also tend to earn more on
average than people without it. Though this
itself may or may not be a good enough
reason to study maths, the skills it allows you
to develop include problem solving, logic and
analysing situations, which would make you
more desirable for almost any job.

The bottom line is, maths is an amazing
subject to have at A Level and provided you
have a solid understanding of the GCSE
concepts before you start, alongside some
perseverance and effort, you should be able to
do well.

AS and A levels in Mathematics offer students
numerous skills they need across a very wide
range of other A-Level subjects such as
geography, economics, biology or psychology
to name just a few.

These skills form a solid base for subsequent
quantitative work in a very broad range of
university courses and careers, with a strong
importance on mathematical and statistical
problem solving, particularly on the use of real-
life data called large data sets.

AS or A level Mathematics develops key
employability skills; e.g. problem-solving,
communication, logical reasoning and
resilience and leads to versatile qualifications
which are well respected by employers and
universities.

It increases knowledge and understanding of
mathematical techniques and their
applications. A-Level mathematics is an
excellent preparation for students progressing
to degree courses in engineering, chemistry,
computer science, physics and other subjects
that require good algebraic skills.

Why choose this subject? Why Study A-Level Mathematics?
The two-year course content can be summarised as follows:

The two-year course content can be summarised as follows:

There is a huge shortage of people with mathematics skills needed to enter the workforce.
Applications of mathematics can be found in a wide range of fields such as:

Overview
Algebraic Proof

Algebra and Functions

Co-ordinate Geometry in the (x,y) Plane

Sequences and Series

Trigonometry

Exponentials and Logarithms

Differentiation

Integration

Vectors

- Ofsted Report, 2020
“This is a school for everyone”

Paper 1

Paper 2

Paper 2

Pure Mathematics (33%)

Same content as AS paper 1 but tested at A-Level demand

2 hours – 100 marks

Pure Mathematics (33%)

Remaining A Level pure mathematics content

Mechanics and Statistics (33%)

2 hours – 100 marks

Pure Mathematics (67%)

2 hours – 100 marks

Mechanics and Statistics (33%)

1 hour – 50 marks

Overview - Statistics
Statistical Sampling

Data Presentation and Interpretation

Probability

Statistical Distributions

Statistical Hypothesis Testing

Overview - Mechanics
Quantities and Units in Mechanics

Kinematics

Forces and Newton’s Laws

Pure Mathematics

Technology Engineering Human BehavioursNew Scientific Processes

Statistics and Mechanics

What will I learn?

How will I be assessed?

AS Level Mathematics A Level Mathematics

Games Design

Internet Security

Programming

Financial Cryptography

Communications

Medical

Aircraft Modelling

Fluid Flows

Acoustic

Software development

Electronics

Civil Engineering

Data Science

Psychology

Law

Economics

Climate Change

Environmental Modelling

Political Science

International Development

Modelling Populations
and Diseases

Quantum Physics

Astronomy

Forensics

DNA Sequencing



For further information contact:
Mr Burke, English Teacher

Course Name: English Literature
Exam Board: Pearson/Edexcel
Qualification Level: A-level

English Literature

English Literature at A Level helps you to develop
a number of subject specific and transferable
skills such as in-depth, critical and contextual
thinking in response to a range of literary works.

Students will be required to familiarise
themselves with subject knowledge from plays,
novels and poems emerging from distinct genres
and spanning across many centuries. With this
comprehensive exploration of characters and
themes will come the awareness of how
traditions and culture have shaped literature
over the years.

An A-level in English Literature is a pathway to
University where your options are seemingly
unlimited as to what degree you will choose to
do. While there is more to English literature than
reading hefty tomes until your eyes go square, it
is fair to say that reading and analysing written
works is likely to be pretty central to your
studies.

When studying English literature, students
scrutinise and debate a variety of texts, as well
as learning about the time periods they were
written in and critical approaches that have
shaped the way we view literature today.

If you choose to study English literature, you will
develop comprehensive written and spoken
communication skills, becoming adept at
arguing a point, framing a narrative and
analysing various levels of meaning. All of these
desirable skills will be greatly beneficial for
whichever degree course you decide to pursue.

Although there is no one industry which
takes precedence, English degree graduates
are often found where strong
communication and written English skills are
top priorities; for example, within the worlds
of media and publishing. The widespread
demand for good communication skills
means English literature degrees offer lots
of potential career paths.

Digital copywriter
Editorial assistant
Secondary/Primary school
teacher
Magazine journalist
Newspaper journalist
Web content manager
Writer
Publishing copy-editor/
proofreader
Lexicographer
Lawyer
Public Relations

Career ProgressionWhy choose this subject?

Why study English Literature at A-Level?

Content of the course

To read widely and independently set
texts and others that they have selected
for themselves.

To engage critically and creatively with a
substantial body of texts and ways of
responding to them.

To develop and effectively apply their
knowledge of literary analysis and
evaluation.

To explore the contexts of the texts they
are reading and others’ interpretations of
them.

To undertake independent and sustained
studies to deepen their appreciation and
understanding of English literature,
including its changing traditions.

What will I learn?

Paper 1 -

Paper 2 -

Paper 3 -

Component 4 -

Drama
(30% of qualification – 2hr 15 minute exam)
Othello and A Streetcar Named Desire.

Prose
(20% of qualification – 1hr 15 minute exam)
Frankenstein and The Handmaid’s Tale.

Poetry
(30% of qualification – 2hr 15 minute exam)
Poems of the Decade and Victorian poetry.

Non-exam assessment
(20% of qualification – comparative essay 2500-3000 words)
Pupils will compare 1984with a novel of their choice.



For further information contact:
Mr Y Majid, ymajid@washwood.academy

Course Name: Law
Exam Board:OCR
Qualification Level: A-level

Law

Students will learn about the legal system, law
making, the nature of law, criminal law, the law of
tort and the law of contract.

Law students develop a range of skills including the
application of legal rules and principles to present an
argument, analysis and evaluation of the law, legal
issues and concepts.

Students take part in Mock Trial competitions, which
introduces them to the law by taking them out of
the classroom and immersing them in the thrill of a
criminal trial.

Employment options include:

This course will allow you to
progress onto University to study
Law further.

Barrister
Solicitor
Paralegal
Detective
and many other options

Career ProgressionCourse Overview

Develop an understanding of law and how it
works.

Learn more about society from a legal
perspective - both contemporary and
historical.

Learn about the interaction between law
and morals, justice and society.

Learn about different areas of law e.g.
criminal law, human rights, contract and
tort.

Make connections with business, economics,
history, politics and technology.

Develop academic skills, including analysis
and evaluation.

Be able to make an informed decision about
future car Components of Course.

Develop your knowledge and understanding of the
English legal system and areas of both private and
public law within the law of England and Wales.

You will develop and apply the techniques of legal
method and reasoning to analyse and offer
answers to problems, based on legal principles,
legislation and case law.

Develop an understanding of legal method and
reasoning as used by lawyers and the judiciary.

Construct conclusions and communicate legal
arguments by reference to appropriate legal
authorities.

Communicate persuasive legal arguments by
reference to appropriate legal authorities.

Be able to demonstrate critical awareness of the
influence and operation of the law in society.

Students of A Level Law will:

No prior learning or knowledge of the subject is required.
Throughout the course of study, you are encouraged to
develop a critical awareness of how legal institutions operate
in society and the changing nature of law in society.

This qualification provides a suitable opportunity for the
study of law or related courses in higher education. Equally, it
is suitable for learners intending to pursue business careers or
further study in business, social sciences or as part of a course
of general education.

You are advised to complete approx. 8 hours of independent
study at home, including reading.

Three main themes of study over two years:

Component 1 - The Legal System and Criminal Law
Component 2 - Law Making and The Law of Tort
Component 3 - The Nature of Law and The Law of Contract

Assessment Your work will be assessed regularly
throughout the course via directed study, class tests and
major assessments at key times throughout the year.

A minimum of five GCSEs (two at grade 6 and three at grade 4)
GCSE English Language at grade 6

Entry Requirements:



For further information contact:
Miss Ashraf, sashraf@washwood.academy

Course Name: Psychology
Exam Board: AQA
Qualification Level: A-level

Psychology

Psychology translates as the ‘study of the
human mind’, but psychology is more than this!

Psychology is everywhere around us. It is
intriguing, it is emotional, it is scientific and
above all, it is thought provoking.

This course offers you the opportunity to learn
about the science behind human behaviour by
understanding how research is conducted and
used to develop theories and laws about human
behaviour.

Why study psychology?
You will then go on to explore the many
different strands of Psychology such as:

Furthermore, you will also consider issues and
debates that psychologists consider when
attempting to explain complex and abstract
human behaviours, such as relationships.

Social Psychology
Developmental Psychology
Cognitive Psychology
Abnormal Psychology
Biological Psychology

Course outline Course Assessment:

Paper 1 -

Paper 2 -

Paper 3 -

Introductory topics in psychology
This paper asks the following questions:
Why do we conform to the obvious wrong answer?
Why does anonymity lead to conformity?
Why do we forget?
Are eyewitness testimonies accurate?
Does early attachment influence later adult
relationships?
What are the characteristics of obsessive
compulsive disorders?

Psychology in context
this paper asks the following questions:
Do role models influence our behaviour?
Do genes influence behaviour?
Can animal behaviour explain human behaviour?
Which areas of the brain are responsible for speech,
language and motor tasks?

Issues andoptions in psychology
this paper asks the following questions:
What explains the acquisition of human behaviours like
depression – is it nature or nurture?
What is schizophrenia?
Which is the most appropriate treatment for
Schizophrenia?
How are relationships formed and maintained?

Does aggression have an evolutionary advantage?

Paper 1 will examine 4 compulsory
units such as Social Influence,
Memory, Attachment &
Psychopathology.

Paper 2 will comprise of 3 further
compulsory units such as
Approaches in Psychology, Bio
Psychology & Research Methods.

The third paper comprises optional
units such as Relationships,
Schizophrenia and Aggression.

No Coursework

Examination (100%) –
There will be 3 two hour papers at the end of year 2
(each worth 33.3% of the A level), for which we will
prepare you thoroughly.

Each paper will consist of multiple choice, short
answer, extended writing and research methods
questions.

This is a two year A level course which
broadly divides into two sections:

Compulsory content
which looks at the various strands of
Psychology such as Research Methods, Social
Psychology and Development Psychology,

Optional specialised
units such as Aggression, Schizophrenia and
relationships.

Clinical psychologist
Counselling psychologist
Educational psychologist
Forensic psychologist
Further education teacher
Health psychologist
High intensity therapist
Occupational psychologist
Psychological wellbeing
practitioner
Sport and exercise psychologist

Career Progression

Minimum grade 4 in Biology or 4-4 in Combined Science is required.
At least grade 6 in GCSE English Language and Mathematics.
At least four grade 7s at GCSE.

There is also a need to be genuinely numerate, as we will be
analysing and interpreting data and making simple statistical
calculations. Overall, at least 10% of the marks in assessments
for Psychology will require the use of mathematical skills.

Entry Requirements:



For further information contact:
Miss L Parker, Head of Department

Course Name:OCR Sociology
Exam Board:OCR
Qualification Level: A-level

Sociology

Sociology is the academic study of social
behaviour, its origins, development, and
institutions; in other words, it is the study of
people.

Sociology is a subject that will challenge your
preconceptions and encourage you to
question the society in which we live; it is an
essay-based study that requires excellent
powers of interpretation and analysis.

Lessons include discussion, essay writing,
debating and other activities aimed at
encouraging students to view the world
through a variety of lenses.

Career Progression
Advice worker

Community development worker

Further education teacher

Higher education lecturer

Housing manager/officer

Marketing executive

Police officer

Policy officer

Secondary school teacher

Social researcher

Youth worker

What is Sociology?

Sociology is a comprehensive subject that
complements other social sciences and humanities as
it will enhance your analytical and evaluative skills.
We cover a wide range of topics that are relevant to
several other A-level subjects such as English, Law
and Psychology.

For those who are studying Mathematics or Science,
Sociology is a great ‘all-rounder’ that will broaden
your skill set and provide you with an in-depth
knowledge of issues facing contemporary society.

A level Sociology is useful for those who are
interested in a career in research, Law, Journalism,
Politics, Social Work, Teaching and Charity Work,
amongst other professions.

What are the links with Sociology and other
A-Level subjects I might study?

Zulaykhaa Saeed, parent

Washwood Heath Sixth Form sees to a huge, positive
improvement in every individual. The Sixth Form even
provides help for students who need extra support to reach
their grades above their expectations. It's a place where
teachers push students above what they think they are
capable of, to reach a point where they never expected to
be. The teachers as well as pastoral care are very
supportive and have provided an environment where
children can feel safe and respected.

What will I be studying?

Year 1 study

Year 2 study

Socialisation Culture and Identity:
What is culture? What is Socialisation? What is Identity?
How diverse are modern families?
To what extent are roles and relationships within families and
households changing?

Researching and Understanding Social Inequalities:
What is the relationship between theory and methods?
What are the main stages of the research process?
Which methods are used in sociological research?
What are the main patterns and trends in social inequality and
difference? How can patterns and trends in social inequality and
difference be explained?

Debates in contemporary society:
What is the relationship between globalisation and digital forms
of communication?
What is the impact of digital forms of communication in a global
context? How are crime and deviance defined and measured?
What are the patterns and trends in crime?
How can crime and deviance be explained?
How can crime and deviance be reduced?

A Level Sociology OCR: H580
This is a two year course with examined at the end of Year 13
by three examinations. There is no coursework component.



Hajra Akram, parent

“I can tell you that we are very happy with Washwood,
the staff and the education provided to my daughter.
The Sixth Form staff were fantastic! She was elected as
head girl which enabled her to boost her confidence
and self-esteem. Washwood have been very
supportive in making the right career choice and have
assisted myself and my daughter in every way possible
in making the right decision. She has had an amazing
time at Washwood! Sixth Form supported her well and
she has been offered places in university!”

Enrichment
Get involved in these exciting enrichment activities, such as:

Duke of Edinburgh Award
Art
Crochet and knitting
Photography
Cooking
Baking
Physical education
Drama
Bowling
And many more…



Careers and Opportunities
You will receive personal careers advice and support and you will be
offered lots of opportunities to broaden your horizons:

University visits
University open days
UCAS conferences
Apprenticeship conferences
Student council
1-2-1 careers interviews
Barclays Life Skills workshops
Social Mobility Foundation support
Birmingham A2B scheme
Virtual work experience
Personal finance support
CV writing workshops

LEVEL 1 Less than £7,400

LEVEL 2 £7,401 - £16,000

£16,001 - £25,000LEVEL 3

Laptop Free School Meals Bursary payment

LEVELS HOUSEHOLD INCOME ENTITLEMENT

Bursary
Bursary support will be offered to students who meet
the eligibility criteria. Payments will be made to
students each half term to support with their studies.



Educational Visits
We offer a variety of education visits to broaden students experiences
and give the aspirational opportunities.

Isle of White sailing residential
Staffordshire University residential
Birmingham City University Transition day
Year 12 UCAS Fair
Year 13 UCAS Fair
Apprenticeship Fair
Psychology conference
Law Conference
Alton Towers
London Experience
Plus many opportunities planned next year

- Usman Hussain, Parent

“My son has been supported throughout his time at
Washwood Heath Academy. He has had amazing
feedback from his teachers on his work and what can
be improved, this has helped him succeed in his
academic life as he is going to be attending the
University of Birmingham and Studying English
Literature. His grades were not sufficient enough at
the start of year 12, but as his teachers encouraged
and motivated him, his grades turned from C’s to A’s
exceptionally fast. This was all down to the
continuous help of the teachers that elevated his
grades and confidence.”



Duke of Edinburgh Award
Respected by employers, universities and apprenticeships UK wide.

We offer fully funded Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award places for up to 21
students as we understand the value of this award in developing them
and preparing them for the next steps in their career.



www.washwood.academy

Visit our website for more detailed descriptions
and videos for each subject area. Putting YOU First.
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