
 

Why study psychology?  

 Psychology translates as the ‘study of the human 

mind’, but psychology is more than this! this. 

Psychology is everywhere around us. It is 

intriguing, it is emotional, it is scientific and above 

all, it is thought provoking. 

 This course offers you the opportunity to learn 

about the science behind human behaviour by 

understanding how research is conducted and used to develop theories and laws 

about human behaviour. 

 You will then go on to explore the many different strands of Psychology such as Social 

Psychology, Developmental Psychology, Cognitive Psychology, Abnormal Psychology 

and Biological Psychology. Furthermore, you will also consider issues and debates 

that psychologists consider when attempting to explain complex and abstract human 

behaviours, such as relationships. 

Course outline: 

This is a two year A level course which broadly divides into two sections: compulsory 

content which looks at the various strands of Psychology such as Research Methods, Social 

Psychology and Development Psychology, and the optional specialised units such as 

Aggression, Schizophrenia and relationships. 

 Paper 1: Introductory topics in psychology – This paper asks the following questions: 

Why do we conform to the obvious wrong answer? 

Why does anonymity lead to conformity?- Why do we forget? 

Are eyewitness testimonies accurate? 

Does early attachment influence later adult relationships? 

What are the characteristics of obsessive compulsive disorders? 

 Paper 2: Psychology in context – this paper asks the following questions: 

Do role models influence our behaviour? 

Do genes influence behaviour? 

Can animal behaviour explain human behaviour? 

Which areas of the brain are responsible for speech, language and motor tasks? 

 Paper 3: Issues and options in psychology – this paper asks the following questions: 

What explains the acquisition of human behaviours like depression – is it nature or 
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nurture? 

What is schizophrenia? 

Which is the most appropriate treatment for Schizophrenia? 

How are relationships formed and maintained? 

Does aggression have an evolutionary advantage? 

 

Assessment: 

 No Coursework 

 Examination (100%) – There will be 3 two hour papers at the end of the course (each 

worth 33.3% of the A level), for which we will prepare you thoroughly. 

 Paper 1 will examine 4 compulsory units such as Social Influence, Memory, 

Attachment & Psychopathology. 

 Paper 2 will comprise of 3 further compulsory units such as Approaches in 

Psychology, Bio Psychology & Research Methods. 

  The third paper comprises optional units such as Relationships, Schizophrenia and 

Aggression. 

 Each paper will consist of multiple choice, short answer, extended writing and 

research methods questions. 

Exam Board – AQA 

 

Entry Requirements 

 Minimum grade 4 in Biology or 4-4 in Combined Science is required.  

 At least grade 6 in GCSE English Language and Mathematics. 

 At least four grade 7s at GCSE. 

 There is also a need to be genuinely numerate, as we will be analysing and 

interpreting data and making simple statistical calculations. Overall, at least 10% of 

the marks in assessments for Psychology will require the use of mathematical skills. 

 

Career progression: 

 Clinical psychologist 

 Counselling psychologist 

 Educational psychologist 

 Forensic psychologist 

 Further education teacher 

 Health psychologist 

 High intensity therapist 

 Occupational psychologist 

 Psychological wellbeing practitioner 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/clinical-psychologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/counselling-psychologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/educational-psychologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/forensic-psychologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/further-education-teacher
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/health-psychologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/high-intensity-therapist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/occupational-psychologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/psychological-wellbeing-practitioner
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