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“May your choices reflect
your hopes, not your fears.”
Nelson Mandela



Choosing your options is an important time in your educational journey, it is at
this point that you get to choose some of the subjects that you will study for the
next two years. We know that it can be a difficult time that can cause some
anxiety because there are a lot of questions that you might have: Which subjects
are right for me? What if I don’t know what I want to do at all? We will help you to
make informed choices about future learning that is best for you. 

This booklet and the options process are designed to make this time less
worrying for you and your parents/carers. We will help you to start making
decisions about your learning and to choose subjects that suit your aspirations,
skills and needs. Please use all the information available to you: this booklet;
advice from teachers; your form tutors and your parents/carers. All of these
people know you in some way and may be able to suggest whether they think a
subject would suit you as a learner. There will be further opportunities to find out
more about options choices  during assemblies.

When it is time to make your choices you will be given an online form to make
your selections and submit. Again you will be given the appropriate guidance to
make this a straight forward process. 

We hope that the information in this booklet allows you to make the right choices
that will help you  to achieve success in the next stage of your educational journey
and  beyond.

WELCOME TO
YEAR 9 OPTIONS

Dear Year 9 Student,



MAKING INFORMED
DECISIONS

Exceptional attendance & punctuality at all ages & levels 
Exceptional reference about character and attitude to learning 
A broad range of GCSEs at a good grade, showing that your child has a range of
knowledge and experiences 

The aim of the options process is to give your child specific information about each subject
available for study at Washwood Heath Academy. We hope we have provided you with
valuable information to help you guide your child's choices. Throughout the year students
have also taken part in taster sessions, and been given advice and guidance from members
of staff during that process. We are confident that students will be in a position to make
informed choices by the 29th April.  After this point options choices will be made for all
students.  

It is important to highlight that not every student will be given their first choice. It is
imperative that you work with your child to carefully pick ALL options. In many instances,
there are only single classes for each of the option subjects and in some of the classes, they
are restricted in size due to health and safety guidance. The options your child is allocated
will not prevent them from following a career in any industry. Universities, colleges and
employers are looking for a broad and balanced range of subjects at GCSE/BTEC, including
English, Maths and Science (studied by all pupils) and the following: 

Modern Foreign Language (MFL)  
As part of the government's drive for all children to be able to compete on an international
stage all schools are expected to ensure as many pupils as possible leave school with the
EBACC suite of qualifications. To study at A-Level, many colleges require EBACC subjects at
GCSE level. As such most pupils in year 9 will continue to study the language they have
studied in years 7 and 8.  
 
Triple Science 
Pupils will be eligible for triple science based on their assessment results over the last 3
years. Your child should already have a clear sense of whether they are eligible or not. Pupils
who do not study triple science will automatically study combined science which is a double
award and will not be prevented from going on to study A-Level science if they achieve the
appropriate grades. If you would like any more information regarding this, then please do
contact the Head of Science Faculty Mr O. Akhtar. To arrange a time to speak with him,
please ring reception or contact our enquiry email address.  

Useful websites
You may find this selection of websites below helpful and informative.
  
https://washwood.academy/487/secondary-subject
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice
https://www.cipd.co.uk/knowledge/work/youth/parents-careers-guide#gref
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/influencers/support-for-parents-and-guardians#
https://www.ucas.com/further-education/post-16-finance-and-support/parents-and-
carers

https://washwood.academy/487/secondary-subjects
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice
https://www.cipd.co.uk/knowledge/work/youth/parents-careers-guide#gref
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/influencers/support-for-parents-and-guardians#
https://www.ucas.com/further-education/post-16-finance-and-support/parents-and-carers


SUBJECT: ENGLISH LITERATURE 
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: MRS MURRAY
HEAD OF FACULTY: MRS MURRAY
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: AQA ENGLISH LITERATURE 

Reading fluently, and with good understanding, a wide range of texts from
the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries.
·Reading and evaluating texts critically and making comparisons between
texts 
Summarising and synthesising information or ideas from texts 
Using knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their
own writing 
Writing effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately 
Using grammar correctly and punctuating and spelling accurately 
Acquiring and applying a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and
understanding of grammatical terminology, and linguistic conventions for
reading, writing and spoken language
Listening to and understanding spoken language and using spoken
Standard English effectively

The English Literature GCSE covers a wide and varied range of topics, texts
and genres. These include:
• Extracts of 20th and 21st century Literary fiction
• Extracts of 19th and 20th century Literary non-fiction 
• Shakespeare (Macbeth)
• 19th century novels (A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens)
• 20th century drama (An Inspector Calls by J.B.Priestley)
• A range of poetry from the 16th century to the modern day based around the
theme of War and Conflict. 

GCSE English Literature students will focus on the following key skills:



SUBJECT: ENGLISH LITERATURE 
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: MRS MURRAY
HEAD OF FACULTY: MRS MURRAY
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: AQA ENGLISH LITERATURE

How will I be assessed?
English Literature 1 Examination of 1 hour and 45 minutes 
1 examination of 2 hours and 15 minutes.

Careers linked to English: 
Digital copywriter, Editorial Assistant, English as a foreign language teacher,
English Teacher, Lexicographer, Magazine Journalist, Newspaper Journalist,
Private Tutor, Publishing Copy-Editor/Proofreader.

Progression Pathways:
AS and A2 in English Literature, English Language or Combined
Language/Literature courses. English qualifications are also suitable for
further study of a number of other post-16 courses that involve essay writing
and analysis.

Web links for more information e.g. exam board:
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702

Options@

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702


SUBJECT: ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: MRS MURRAY
HEAD OF FACULTY: MRS MURRAY
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: AQA ENGLISH LITERATURE

 Explorations in creative reading and writing by engaging students with
creative texts to inspire them to write their own.
 Considering a variety of writers’ viewpoints and perspectives and their
influence on society.
 Non-exam assessment which gives students an opportunity to
demonstrate their speaking and listening skills.

Reading fluently, and with good understanding, a wide range of texts
·Reading and evaluating texts critically and making comparisons between
texts 
Summarising and synthesising information or ideas from texts 
Using knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their
own writing 
Writing effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately 
Using grammar correctly and punctuating and spelling accurately 
Acquiring and applying a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and
understanding of grammatical terminology, and linguistic conventions for
reading, writing and spoken language
Listening to and understanding spoken language and using spoken
Standard English effectively

The English Language GCSE covers a wide and varied range of topics, texts
and genres. These include:

GCSE English Language students will focus on the following key skills:

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700/scheme-of-assessment#Explorations_in_creative_reading_and_writing
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700/scheme-of-assessment#Writers_viewpoints_and_perspectives
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700/scheme-of-assessment#Non-exam_assessment


SUBJECT: ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: MRS MURRAY
HEAD OF FACULTY: MRS MURRAY
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: AQA ENGLISH LITERATURE

How will I be assessed?
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes •80 marks •50% of GCSE 
Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives
 written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes •80 marks •50% of GCSE 
Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language 
•presenting 
•responding to questions and feedback 
•use of Standard English Assessed 
 (0% weighting of GCSE)

Careers linked to English: 
Digital copywriter, Editorial Assistant, English as a foreign language teacher,
English Teacher, Lexicographer, Magazine Journalist, Newspaper Journalist,
Private Tutor, Publishing Copy-Editor/Proofreader.

Progression Pathways:
AS and A2 in English Literature, English Language or Combined
Language/Literature courses. English qualifications are also suitable for
further study of a number of other post-16 courses that involve essay writing
and analysis.

Web links for more information e.g. exam board:
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-87

Options@

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700


We believe that science has something to offer every student. From a trainee
chef to a nuclear physicist, a construction apprentice to a cancer researcher,
everyone needs some level of relevant science understanding. Science is
essentially a set of ideas about the material world and the impact it has on our
world which creates a sense of awe and wonder. We will be teaching EDEXCEL
GCSE Combined Science to all students except for Triple Science pupils, both
pathways equally lead to all three Sciences to be taken at A level. 

What will I study?
Biology 1 Topic 1 – Key concepts in biology, Topic 2 – Cells and control,          
 Topic 3 – Genetics, Topic 4 – Natural selection and genetic modification,   
 Topic 5 – Health, disease and the development of medicines
 
Biology 2 Topic 1 – Key concepts in biology, Topic 6 – Plant structures and their
functions, Topic 7 – Animal coordination, control and homeostasis, Topic 8 –
Exchange and transport in animals, Topic 9 – Ecosystems and material cycles
 
Chemistry 1 Topic 1 – Key concepts in chemistry, Topic 2 – States of matter
and mixtures, Topic 3 – Chemical changes, Topic 4 – Extracting metals and
equilibria
 
Chemistry 2 Topic 1 – Key concepts in chemistry, Topic 6 – Groups in the
periodic table, Topic 7 – Rates of reaction and energy changes, Topic 8 – Fuels
and Earth science
 
Physics 1 Topic 1 – Key concepts of physics, Topic 2 – Motion and forces, Topic
3 – Conservation of energy, Topic 4 – Waves, Topic 5 – Light and the
electromagnetic spectrum, Topic 6 – Radioactivity
 
Physics 2 Topic 1 – Key concepts of physics, Topic 8 – Energy - Forces doing
work, Topic 9 – Forces and their effects, Topic 10 – Electricity and circuits,
Topic 12 – Magnetism and the motor effect, Topic 13 – Electromagnetic
induction, Topic 14 – Particle model, Topic 15 – Forces and matter

SUBJECT: COMBINED SCIENCE
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT/LEAD TEACHER: MR AKHTAR
HEAD OF FACULTY: MR AKHTAR
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: EDEXCEL COMBINED SCIENCE



How will I be assessed?
Six papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each will assess
different topics. 
Duration: all the papers are 1 hour 10 minutes. 
Tiers: Foundation and Standard.
Weighting: the papers are equally weighted. Each is worth 16.7% of the grade
and has 60 marks.

Careers linked to Science: Agriculture, Aerospace, Biomedical,
Biotechnology. Energy, Environmental consultancy, Food processing,
Healthcare science, Manufacturing (including cosmetics, computers,
electronics, medical equipment), Medical technologies, Pharmaceutical
Research & development, Scientific publishers, Telecommunications.
Water/environmental control, Acoustics consultant, Aerospace engineer,
Agricultural engineer, Architect, Astronomer, Audiologist, Building services
engineer, Chemical engineer, Electronics engineer, Geoscientist,
Meteorologist, Nanotechnologist, Nuclear engineer, Physicist. 

Progression Pathways:
A level Biology, A level Chemistry, A level Physics, A level Maths, A level
Psychology,

Web links for further information:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-
gcses/sciences-2016.html
 

SUBJECT: COMBINED SCIENCE
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT/LEAD TEACHER: MR AKHTAR
HEAD OF FACULTY: MR AKHTAR
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: EDEXCEL COMBINED SCIENCE

Options@



 GCSE specifications in mathematics should enable students to:
-Develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and
concepts. (40% of the content)
-Acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems. (30% of the
content)
-Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions.
(30% of the content)

The course will encourage students to develop confidence in, and a positive attitude
towards mathematics and to recognise the importance of mathematics in their own
lives and more broadly to society. 

The assessments will cover the following content headings: 
1 Number 
2 Algebra 
3 Ratio, proportion and rates of change 
4 Geometry and measures 
5 Probability 
6 Statistics

How will I be assessed?
The course is 100% Examination consisting of 3 papers.

Paper 1 – Non – Calculator 80 Marks

Paper 2 – Calculator 80 Marks

Paper 3 – Calculator 80 Marks

SUBJECT: MATHS
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT MR YOUSAF
HEAD OF FACULTY: MR YOUSAF
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: PEARSON EDEXCEL GCSE MATHEMATICS (9-1)



Careers linked to Maths:
Accounting technician, Bank manager, Civil engineer, Credit controller
Criminologist, Cyber intelligence officer, Data analyst-statistician, Economist,
Electrical engineer, Finance officer, Financial adviser, Investment analyst, Research
scientist, Software developer, Stockbroker, Tax adviser

Progression Pathways:
At GCSE it is worth remembering that a Grade 5 or above is crucial to progressing
towards a maths related career. At A level there are a number of different options
available from core maths, pure maths, further maths and statistics, and there are a
shortage of people going into jobs that use lots of maths! A level Mathematics is a
popular subject that involves studying: Pure maths – use of algebra, graphical
techniques and new material such as calculus

Statistics – including analysis of data, interpretation of graphs such as scatter
diagrams, and new topics including the Normal distribution and hypothesis testing

Mechanics – studying the motion of objects by considering forces and interpreting
graphs representing motion.

A level Mathematics is a requirement for certain degree courses, such as
Engineering, Physics, Statistics, and often Economics. 

A level Mathematics is useful for those interested in apprenticeships in Accounting,
Engineering, Teaching and Technology and other Maths related careers.
Web links for further information:
Edexcel Higher only: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-
gcses/mathematics-2015.html

OCR Foundation only: https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/mathematics-
j560-from-2015/

Options@

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/mathematics-j560-from-2015/


Develop your ability to communicate confidently and coherently with native
speakers in speech and writing, conveying what they want to say with
increasing accuracy 
express and develop thoughts and ideas spontaneously and fluently 
listen to and understand clearly articulated, standard speech at near normal
speed  
deepen your knowledge about how language works and enrich your vocabulary
in order for you to increase your independent use and understanding of
extended language in a wide range of contexts 

Modern Foreign Languages includes a range of languages and topics that have been
structured across five themes. This flexible programme of study allows time for a
focused revision period at the end of the course. The content and assessments
provide an engaging real-world focus. The authentic situations and stimuli enable
you to see language in context and learn about the culture of the target language
country. Our assessments allow for spontaneity and test grammar, as well as
providing plenty of opportunities for you to apply your knowledge independently,
creatively, and in authentic situations. You will continue to develop your ability to
express your own thoughts and ideas about a range of topics in another language,
and also your ability to respond to other people’s thoughts and ideas.

The GCSE specification addresses 5 themes:
1.Identity & culture: who am I?; daily life; cultural life
2.Local area, holiday & travel: holidays; travel & tourist attractions; town, region
and country
3.School: what school is like; school activities
4.Future aspirations, study & work: using languages beyond the classroom;
ambitions; work
5. International & global dimension: bringing the world together; environmental
issues

Subject Aims:

SUBJECT: MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: MR THOMPSON
HEAD OF FACULTY: MR THOMPSON 
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: 



How will I be assessed?
You will have four exams based on your four language skills:
·Unit 1: Listening
You will listen to various recorded scenarios and respond to multiple choice and
written response questions.
·Unit 2: Speaking
You will participate in conversation where you will ask and answer questions, and
present your thoughts and opinions.
·Unit 3: Reading
You will read various texts and respond to multiple choice and written response
questions.
·Unit 4: Writing
You will write to describe and narrate your thoughts and experiences in response to
specific prompts.

Careers linked to modern foreign languages:
·Interpreting / translation, Education / academia, International development work
·Marketing and advertising, Journalism, Business and finance

Progression Pathways:
In order to work in the interpreting/translation industry, you would need to take a
language at A-level and then do a Modern Languages degree.

Web links for further information:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-
2016.html

Options@

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2016.html


Pupils already excelling and wishing to pursue a career in Science will benefit
by opting into Triple Science. Pupils and parents will need to liaise with the
Head of Science to ensure they meet the minimum entry requirements.
Pupils will study all 3 sciences, Biology, Chemistry and Physics to a greater
depth than Combined Science, allowing pupils to gain a firm foundation to
study each science at A level. 

GCSE Biology
Summary of content
Topic 1 – Key concepts in biology
Topic 2 – Cells and control
Topic 3 – Genetics
Topic 4 – Natural selection and genetic modification
Topic 5 – Health, disease and the development of medicines
Topic 6 – Plant structures and their functions
Topic 7 – Animal coordination, control and homeostasis
Topic 8 – Exchange and transport in animals
Topic 9 – Ecosystems and material cycles

How Will I be assessed?
Two papers: each paper will assess knowledge and understanding from
different topics. The questions will use clearer and simpler language, to
assess students only on their scientific ability.
Duration: both papers are 1 hour 45 minutes.
Tier: Foundation and Higher.
Weighting: the papers are equally weighted. Each is worth 50% of the grade
and has 100 marks available.
Paper 1: Topics 1,2,3,4,5
Paper 2: Topics 1, 6,7,8,9
Outcomes:
Grades 1-9 will be awarded to students where 9 is the highest.

SUBJECT: TRIPLE SCIENCE
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT/LEAD TEACHER: MR AKHTAR
HEAD OF FACULTY: MR AKHTAR
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: EDEXEL BIOLOGY



GCSE Chemistry
Summary of content
Topic 1 – Key concepts in chemistry
Topic 2 – States of matter and mixtures
Topic 3 – Chemical changes
Topic 4 – Extracting metals and equilibria
Topic 5 – Separate chemistry 1
Topic 6 – Groups in the periodic table
Topic 7 – Rates of reaction and energy changes
Topic 8 – Fuels and Earth science
Topic 9 – Separate chemistry 2

Exams
Two papers: each paper will assess knowledge and understanding from different
topics.
The questions will use clearer and simpler language, to assess students only on
their scientific ability. 
Duration: both papers are 1 hour 45 minutes.
Tiers: Foundation and Higher.
Weighting: the papers are equally weighted. Each is worth 50% of the grade and
has 100 marks available.

Question types: multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open
response.
Paper 1: Topics 1,2,3,4 and 5
Paper 2:Topics 1,6,7,8, and 9
Grades 1-9 will be awarded to students where 9 is the highest.

SUBJECT: TRIPLE SCIENCE
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT/LEAD TEACHER: MR AKHTAR
HEAD OF FACULTY: MR AKHTAR
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: EDEXCEL CHEMISTRY



GCSE Physics
Summary of content
Topic 1 – Key concepts of physics
Topic 2 – Motion and forces
Topic 3 – Conservation of energy
Topic 4 – Waves
Topic 5 – Light and the electromagnetic spectrum
Topic 6 – Radioactivity
Topic 7 – Astronomy
Topic 8 – Energy - Forces doing work
Topic 9 – Forces and their effects
Topic 10 – Electricity and circuits
Topic 11 – Static electricity
Topic 12 – Magnetism and the motor effect
Topic 13 – Electromagnetic induction
Topic 14 – Particle model
Topic 15 – Forces and matter

Exams
Two papers: each paper will assess different topics.
Duration: both papers are 1 hour 45 minutes.
Tiers: Foundation and Higher.
Weighting: the papers are equally weighted. Each is worth 50% of the grade
and has 100 marks available.
Paper 1 Topics: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 
Paper 2 Topics: 1, 8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15
Outcomes:
Grades 1-9 will be awarded to students where 9 is the highest.

Web Link for further information:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-
2016.html

SUBJECT: TRIPLE SCIENCE
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT/LEAD TEACHER: MR AKHTAR
HEAD OF FACULTY: MR AKHTAR
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: EDEXCEL PHYSICS



apply knowledge and understanding of two religions
apply knowledge and understanding of key sources of wisdom and authority
including scripture and/or sacred texts, 
understand the influence of religion on individuals, communities and
societies
understand significant common and divergent views between and/or within
religions and beliefs
apply knowledge and understanding in order to analyse questions related to
religious beliefs and values
construct well-informed and balanced arguments on matters concerned
with religious beliefs and values set out in the subject content.

All students will study a GCSE in Full Course Religious Studies. It is a subject that
allows you the opportunity to explore in depth key beliefs from different world
religions, alongside exploring your own views on key issues of faith and morality.   
The subject helps you to develop an enquiring mind so you can evaluate the
opinions of others through open academic dialogue.   
 
You will study: 
Unit 1: Religious Beliefs and Practices in Christianity and Islam. We will explore
the key beliefs in both religions and then go on to explore how these beliefs
impact upon the believer’s life through the religious practices they observe. 
 
Unit 2: Thematic Studies. We look at four themes that focus on religious
attitudes and beliefs associated with Relationships and Families, Religion and
Life, Peace and Conflict and finally Crime and Punishment.

How will I be assessed?
GCSE exams in Religious Studies A include questions that allow students to
demonstrate their ability to:

This qualification will be assessed 100% by examination. Students will sit two
exams at the end of Year 11, one for each of the two units we study (see above).
Each exam is worth 50% of the Student’s final grade.

SUBJECT: RELIGIOUS STUDIES
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: MRS SIPPITTS
HEAD OF FACULTY: MISS ATWAL
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: AQA RELIGIOUS STUDIES A, GCSE



Careers linked to Religious Studies:
A GCSE in Religious Studies is a well-recognised academic qualification that
can lead to a number of different academic and vocational based careers.The
most common careers for those with a qualification in Religious Studies to go
into include: 
Activist, Administrative Coordinator, Author, Charity Coordinator, Child & Youth
Worker, Clergy person, Community Center Director, Community Developer,
Diplomat, Entrepreneur, Foreign Service Worker, Historian, Human Rights
Advocate, International Aid Worker, Journalist, Lawyer, Legal Aide, Lobbyist,
Media Correspondent, Mediator, Minister, Missionary, Museum Curator, Non-
Profit Administrator, Political Consultant, Public Policy Advisor, Religious
Rights Advocate, Researcher, Social worker,Teacher, Victim’s Advocate, Writer

Progression Pathways:
Studying a GCSE in Religious Studies will enable entry onto an A Level in
Religious Studies including A Levels in Philosophy and Ethics as well as
Sociology and Psychology.
 
Religious Studies is an academic subject that will be accepted by any college as
part of their overall entry requirements. 

Web link for further information:
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/rs/specifications/AQA-8062-SP-
2016.PDF

Options@

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/rs/specifications/AQA-8062-SP-2016.PDF


Throughout the course you will study three components: Global Geographical
Issues, UK Geographical Issues and People and Environment Issues. All areas
are highly topical, engaging and draw upon current events around the world.
You will learn about issues facing the world today such as climate change,
earthquakes and volcanoes, how countries develop, urbanisation, rivers and
coasts, forests under threat, and consuming energy resources to give you a
greater understanding of the world we live in. You will also undertake two
fieldwork trips in the UK.
 
The course supports you in becoming a confident, capable and successful
geographer, encompassing a wide range of contemporary themes and
issues, so you can understand the world around you and what could impact
its future. The course specifically offers an issues-based approach with
content organised by UK and global geography.

Topics:
Topic 1: Hazardous Earth
Topic 2: Development dynamics 
Topic 3: Challenges of an urbanising world 
Topic 4: The UK’s evolving physical landscape 
Topic 5: The UK’s evolving human landscape 
Topic 6: Geographical investigations

How will I be assessed?
This qualification will be assessed by examination, three papers of 1 hour 30
minutes each. 

SUBJECT: GEOGRAPHY
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: MISS CHOWDHURY
HEAD OF FACULTY: MISS ATWAL
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: PEARSON EDEXCEL GCSES GEOGRAPHY B (9–1)



Careers Linked to Geography
Geography students are extremely employable due to their transferrable
skills such as critical thinking. Some careers include...
 
Teaching, Estate Agent, Expedition Leader, Climatologist, Journalist,
Air Cabin Crew, Lawyer, Conservation Manager, Surveyor, Landscape
Architect, Urban planner, TV researcher, Travel Writer, Aid Worker, Air
Pollution Specialist, and many more!

Progression Pathways:

Sixth Form (A Levels)
Employment (Internships)
Further Education (University degree)

Web links for more information e.g. exam board:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-
gcses/geography-b-2016.html 

Options@



Our History Curriculum is designed to create the very best historians. At
Washwood Heath Academy, we want our students to experience a broad,
diverse and challenging curriculum, with the highest quality of teaching and
learning, so that each student is able to attain the qualification which best
prepares them for post 16 opportunities and future careers. As a History
department, we strive to get our students to actively engage in exploring and
interpreting the past, rather than just storing up historical knowledge.

GCSE Topics:
Paper 1: Option 11: Medicine in Britain, c1250–present and The British sector of
the Western Front, 1914–18: injuries, treatment and the trenches.
In this unit, pupils will understand how key features in the development of
medicine were linked with the key features of society in Britain between 1250
and modern day. They will develop an understanding of the nature and
process of change, and consider key factors and attitudes in society.

Paper 2: Option B4: Early Elizabethan England, 1558–88 and Option P3: The
American West, c1835–c1895.
In this unit, pupils will understand the complexity of a society and the interplay
of different aspects within it. Pupils will consider the impact of Elizabeth’s
reign on every day society in Tudor England. In this papers, pupils will also
require pupils to understand the unfolding narrative of substantial
developments by focusing on the early migration and settlement on the Great
Plains in the 1800s.

Paper 3: Option 31: Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39.
In this unit, pupils will understand the complexity of a historical situation and
the interplay of different aspects within it. Depending on the depth study
chosen, these may include social, economic, political, cultural and military
aspects. Pupils will examine the rise and fall of Adolf Hitler between 1919 and
1939.

SUBJECT: HISTORY
LEAD TEACHER: MISS ATWAL
HEAD OF FACULTY: MISS ATWAL
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: PEARSON EDEXCEL HISTORY 1H10



How will I be assessed?
The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in History consists of three
externally examined papers. The total qualification mark is 168, of which 8
marks are for spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology
(SPaG). Pupils must complete all assessments in May/June in any single year.

Careers linked to History:
A GCSE in History is a well-recognised academic qualification that can lead to a
number of different academic and vocational based careers. 
The most common careers for those with a qualification in History to go into
include: 
Archivist, Advertising Executive, Analyst, Broadcaster, Journalist, Legal
assistant, Law, Personnel manager, Information Specialist, Public Relations
Officer, Researcher, Teacher and may many more.

Progression Pathways:
History is a highly regarded qualification and accepted by all reputable
institutions.
Studying a GCSE in History will enable entry onto an A Level in History,
Sociology, Government and Politics, Psychology, Law and the Classics.

Web link for more information:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-
2016.html

Options@

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html


Business students will receive the best quality provision. The course has the
following content which will give students the knowledge and skills required to
succeed in life after school.The course covers the following topics:
Business Activity: The role of business enterprise and entrepreneurship,
Business planning, Business ownership, Business aims and objectives,
Stakeholders in business, Business growth

Marketing: The role of marketing, Market research, Market segmentation, The
marketing mix

People: The role of human resources, Organisational structures and different
ways of working, 

Communication in business: Recruitment and selection, Motivation and
retention, Training and development, Employment law

Operations: Production process, Quality of goods and services, the sales
process and customer service, Consumer law, Business location, Working
with suppliers

Finance: The role of finance function, Sources of finance, Revenue, costs,
profit and loss, Cash and cash flow

Influences on business: Ethical and environmental considerations, The
economic climate, Globalisation.

How will I be assessed?

You will be assessed through examination: 
Paper 1 - Business Activity, Marketing and People. 1 hour 30 minutes. 
Paper 2 - Operations, Finance and Influences on Business 1 hour 30 minutes.                   

SUBJECT: BUSINESS
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: MR BLUNT
HEAD OF FACULTY: MRS HUSSAIN
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: OCR (9-1) GCSE BUSINESS



Careers linked to business:

buying, banking, civil service, insurance, accounting, bookkeeping, marketing,
administration, retail and sales, procurement , advertising, human resources,
call centre work, clerical work, economics, public relations, industrial relations,
credit control, quantity surveying, entrepreneurship, local government,
systems analysis, business development, property management, office
management, importing/exporting, health service management, transport and
logistics and hospitality management.

Progression Pathways:
Entry to A level or other Vocational Level 3 qualifications. Courses in Business
and Event Management, Business and Enterprise, 
Apprenticeships in Business.

Weblink for further information:
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/business-j204-from-2017/

Options@



Development of key skills that prove your aptitude in digital information
technology, such as project planning, designing, and creating user
interfaces and dashboards to present and interpret data.
Process that underpins effective ways of working in digital information
technology, such as project planning,the iterative design process, cyber
security, virtual teams, legal and ethical codes of conduct.
Attitudes that are considered most important in digital information
technology, including personal management and communication.
Knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, process,and attitudes in
the sector such as how different user interfaces meet user needs,how
organisations collect and use data to make decisions, virtual workplaces,
cyber security, and legal and ethical issues.

The Tech Award gives you the opportunity to develop sector-specific applied
knowledge and skills through realistic vocational contexts.The focus is on
four areas of equal importance, which cover the:

The three components in the qualification give learners the opportunity to
develop broad knowledge and understanding of the digital sector and
specialist skills and techniques in project planning, designing user interfaces
and manipulating and interpreting data. 

SUBJECT: IT
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: MR AHMED
HEAD OF FACULTY: MRS HUSSAIN
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: PEARSON BTEC TECH AWARD LEVEL 1/2
IN DIGITAL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 



A Levels as preparation for entry to higher education in a range of subjects.
Study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC National in IT, which
prepares learners to enter employment or apprenticeships, or to move on to higher
education by studying a degree in the digital sector.

How will I be assessed?
Component 1
Exploring User Interface Design  Principles and Project Planning Techniques 60 marks 
Internal – externally moderated
Component 2
Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting  Data 60 marks
Internal – externally moderated 
Component 3
Effective Digital Working Practices marks 60 marks
External Synoptic

Careers linked to IT: 
Application analyst, Data analyst, Data scientist, Database administrator, Information
systems manager, IT consultant, IT technical support officer, Penetration tester,
Software engineer, Systems analyst, Applications developer, Border Force officer,
Business analyst, Estimator, Forensic computer analyst, Network engineer, IT sales
professional, Web content manager. 

Progression Pathways:
Learners who generally achieve at Level 2 across their Key Stage 4 learning might
consider progression to:

Web links for further information:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/digital-
information-technology-2022.html

Options@

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/application-analyst
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/data-analyst
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/data-scientist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/database-administrator
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/information-systems-manager
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/it-consultant
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/it-technical-support-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/penetration-tester
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/software-engineer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/systems-analyst
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/applications-developer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/border-force-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/business-analyst
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/estimator
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/forensic-computer-analyst
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/network-engineer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/it-sales-professional
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/web-content-manager
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/digital-information-technology-2022.html


 development of key skills that prove their aptitude in creative media
production such as investigating and developing ideas through pre-
production, production and post-production of media products
 processes that underpin effective ways of working in creative media
production, such as responding to briefs and feedback, planning and
generating ideas 
attitudes that are considered most important in creative media production,
including personal management and communication  
knowledge that underpins an effective use of skills, processes and
attitudes in the sector, such as production processes and techniques. 

The skills developed through an education in creative media are integral to
many roles within the creative sector, which is a collection of exciting and
vibrant industries including film, television, games, web and app development,
and publishing. As digital technology continues to evolve, media techniques
have become more sophisticated and media products are becoming more
advanced. However, what hasn’t changed is that media products still have the
power to enthral, intrigue and affect audiences. Collectively, the creative
sector in the UK contributed nearly £112 billion to the economy in 2019 and has
grown by 7.4 per cent since 2017, a rate of growth five times that of the overall
UK economy.

The Tech Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific
applied knowledge and skills through realistic vocational contexts. Learners
will have the opportunity to develop and apply knowledge and skills in the
following areas: 

SUBJECT: CREATIVE MEDIA PRODUCTION
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: MR GRIFFITHS
ACTING HEAD OF FACULTY: MR GRIFFITHS
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: PEARSON BTEC CREATIVE MEDIA PRODUCTION



 A Levels as preparation for entry to higher education in a range of
subjects 
Study of a vocational qualification at Level 3 which prepares learners to
enter employment or apprenticeships, or to move on to higher
education by studying a degree in the media sector.

How will I be assessed?
Component 1: Exploring Media Products Non-exam internal assessment. 
 The Pearson-set Assignment will be completed in approximately 10 hours
of supervised assessment. 60 marks. 

Component 2: Developing Digital Media Production Skills Non-exam
internal assessment. The Pearson-set Assignment will be completed in
approximately 10 hours of supervised assessment. 60 marks. 

Component 3: Create a Media Product in Response to a Brief Assessment
Task set and marked by Pearson completed under supervised conditions.
The set task will be completed in 10 hours of supervised sessions in a
period timetabled by Pearson. 

Careers linked to Media:
Digital Marketing Media researcher Advertising PR Officer Journalism
Games Design TV/Video/Film Producer Web Content Manager Social Media
Manager Web design/App Design Camera Operator Sound Engineer UX
(Unique Experience) Designer Music Producer Set Design

Progression Pathways: 

Web link for further information:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-
awards/creative-media-production-2022.html

Options@



We believe art is such an integral part of the world around us. There is not a
profession or vocation where creative thinking, problem solving and
independent working skills aren’t vital. Students will explore the world around
them, different cultures and interpretation of art through the course. You
have to be committed and dedicated to the subject as much of the work will
be self led and completed outside of the classroom. You will make creative,
independent decisions about your work, developing resilience and problem
solving skills. 

You will cover a wide range of materials and techniques, including traditional
drawing media, printmaking and 3D materials such as clay. We also have good
ICT facilities with a dedicated computer suite, equipped with Adobe
programmes to explore digital art.

How will I be assessed?
The course consists of two components, component 1 coursework unit which
is worth 60% of the final grade and component 2 externally set exam which is
worth 40% of the final grade. Each component is marked out of 96. 

Each component must cover four Assessment Objectives (AO’s)
• AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical
understanding of sources. 
• AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with
appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes. 
• AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work
progresses. 
• AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions
and demonstrates understanding of visual language.

SUBJECT: ART
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: MRS MARCUS
ACTING HEAD OF FACULTY: MR GRIFFITHS
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: AQA GCSE ART & DESIGN 8200



Component 1 coursework units. We choose to submit two of the best graded
units from these titles. 
Unit 1 Insects
Unit 2 Food
Unit 3 Mock exam 

Component 2 Externally set exam. The exam board provide 7 project titles
which students complete Assessment Objectives 1, 2 and 3 over 10 weeks
then sit a 10 hour exam over two days to complete a final response. (AO4) 

Careers Linked to Art:
Architecture, Art therapist, Illustrator, Fashion and textiles, Theatre, TV and
Film design, Game and App developer, Transport designer, Graphic designer,
Animator and Digital media designer.

Progression Pathways: 
You could progress onto A- levels or any Btec from this course. We would
recommend a foundation degree before progressing to university courses.
You could also look at art apprenticeships, in careers such as photography,
TV and media, fashion and graphic design to name a few.

Web links for further information:
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-
8206
https://targetcareers.co.uk/career-sectors/arts-and-creative/894045-
careers-in-art-and-design
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/browse-by-
interests/creative-design#

Options@

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
https://targetcareers.co.uk/career-sectors/arts-and-creative/894045-careers-in-art-and-design
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/browse-by-interests/creative-design


Students will explore the three main components of music; Listening,
Performing and Composing. Through the listening element of the course pupils
will study 2 set pieces, and in addition learn to identify the musical elements in
unfamiliar music too. Pupils will perform any music of choice, as both a soloist
and as part of an ensemble. This will be supported by free instrumental lessons
provided by the school. DJ-ing and performing via music technology are
options for accessing component 2. Pupils will then learn how to use music
software, the key skills needed to compose (such as creating drum beats and
melodies etc.) while creating both a free choice composition and also a
composition based on the development of an externally set brief.

How will I be assessed?

Students are assessed using the GCSE framework. They will complete 2
Compositions and 2 Performances. They will then complete several mock
exams in preparation for the listening exam. 

Component 1: Understanding Music= Exam paper with listening exercises and 
written questions using excerpts of music. (40% of GCSE) 

Component 2: As an instrumentalist and/or vocalist and/or via technology.
(30% of GCSE) 

Component 3: 2 compositions, 1 free choice and 1 to brief (30% of GCSE) 

SUBJECT: MUSIC
LEAD TEACHER: MR SPOONER
ACTING HEAD OF FACULTY: MR GRIFFITHS
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: AQA GCSE MUSIC



Careers linked to music:

Choosing music as a GCSE can lead to many careers including, but not
limited to: session musician, music producer, media composer, sound
designer, live audio engineer, sound technician, music teacher, music
journalist, DJ, record label owner, music manager and many more.

Progression Pathways:
Students can study music at post-16 by choosing either A Level or BTEC.
Some 6th forms will offer this, and there are also several strong music
colleges in Birmingham such as BOA, BIMM and ACM Birmingham.

There are then various degrees such as BA, BMus or BSc in music.
Specialist music Universities include Birmingham Conservatoire, Liverpool
Institute of Fine Arts, Royal College of Music, Guildhall School of Music and
many more.

Weblinks for further information;
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/gcse/music-8271/specification-
at-a-glance
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zfwv7nb
https://www.careersinmusic.com/music-careers/

Options@

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/gcse/music-8271/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zfwv7nb
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Students develop both their practical and theory skills and are assessed on
the following areas: exploration and development, performance, and
responding. We aim to inspire, challenge and evoke a love of learning for our
students whilst providing them with the tools and experiences to succeed in
drama and the arts. Our course engages and encourages students to become
confident performers and designers with the skills they need for a bright and
successful future. Because performance is paramount We've built in as much
opportunity as possible for students to do what they like best – participate in
performance. All students devise drama. All students explore texts practically
and work on two text-based performances. Students can choose to develop
as a: performer, designer (lighting, sound, set, costume, puppets) or both
performer and designer. Whichever option they choose, students can be sure
to gather many invaluable skills, both theatrical and transferable, to expand
their horizons. Our written exam paper is designed to help all students realise
their full potential. We use a variety of question styles and ask students to
combine what they’ve learned about how drama is performed with their
practical experience and imagination. 

How will I be assessed?
Component 1: Understanding drama 
Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre
Written exam: 1 hour and 45 minutes 80 marks 40% of GCSE
Component 2: Devising drama (practical)
Process of creating devised drama
Performance of devised drama (students may contribute as performer or
designer)
Analysis and evaluation of own work
Devising log (60 marks)
Devised performance (20 marks)
80 marks in total 40% of GCSE.

SUBJECT: DRAMA 
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: MISS PHILIPS
ACTING HEAD OF FACULTY: MR GRIFFITHS
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: AQA GCSE DRAMA



Component 3: Texts in practice (practical)
Performance of two extracts from one play (students may contribute as performer or
designer)
Free choice of play but it must contrast with the set play chosen for Component 1
How it's assessed:
Performance of Extract 1 (20 marks) and Extract 2 (20 marks) 40 marks in total 20% of GCSE

Progression Pathways:
This course ensures continuity for students progressing from GCSE Drama to AS and A-level
Drama and Theatre.

Transferable skills for any pathway: Students learn to collaborate with others, think
analytically and evaluate effectively. They gain the confidence to pursue their own ideas,
reflect and refine their efforts. Whatever the future holds, students of GCSE Drama emerge
with a toolkit of transferable skills, applicable both in further studies and in the workplace.

Careers linked to Drama:
Actor, Broadcast presenter, Community arts worker, Drama-therapist. Runner,
broadcasting/film/video, Theatre director, Theatre stage manager, Arts administrator,
Choreographer, Further education teacher, Media researcher, Music producer
Secondary school teacher. Special effects technician, Talent agent, Television floor
manager, Theatre manager

Weblink for further information: 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261

Options@



Year on year, the sport industry shows continued growth in employment and
forecasts suggest this trend will continue. This comes from increased
knowledge and understanding of the benefits of regular participation in sport
and physical activity, particularly to the quality of a person's life and, as such,
there is a need to ensure there are sufficient people working in the industry to
meet this demand and encourage regular participation in sport and physical
activity. There has never been a better time to study sport.

The course is made up of three components: two that are internally assessed
and one that’s externally assessed. Our assessment structure is also designed
so that students can build on what they learn and develop their skills as they
move through the course.

Component 1: 
Learners will explore the different types and provision of sport and physical
activity available for different types of participants, barriers to participation
and ways to overcome these barriers to increase participation in sport and
physical activity. They will also research equipment and technological advances
in a chosen sport or physical activity and how to prepare our bodies for
participation in sport and physical activity. 

Component 2: 
Learners will investigate the components of fitness and their effect on
performance, take part in practical sport, explore the role of officials in sport
and learn to apply methods and sporting drills to improve other participants’
sporting performance.

Component 3: 
Learners will be introduced to and develop an understanding of the importance
of fitness and the different types of fitness for performance in sport and
physical activity. They will also develop an understanding of the body and
fitness testing.

SUBJECT: PHYSICAL EDUCATION
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: MRS RABIN
HEAD OF FACULTY: MRS HUSSAIN
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: PEARSON BTEC TECH AWARD SPORT



How will I be assessed?
Component 1 Internally assessed assignments and externally moderated

Component 2 Internally assessed assignments and externally moderated.

Component 3 Assessment: Externally assessed (synoptic)
 

A list of careers linked to Sport:
There are many sports related careers such as PE Teacher, Physiotherapist, Personal
Trainer, Sports Performer/Athlete, Sports Coach Instructor, Sports Development
Officer, Sports Lawyer, Sports Journalist, Sports Commentator, Sports Analyst, Sports
Broadcast Presenter, Sports Scientist, Sports Psychologist, Leisure operations and
Management, Sports Photographer, Sports Marketing, PR and Communications,
Strength and Conditioning Coach, Sports Agent.

 Progression Pathways:
·Entry to A’ level PE or other Vocational Level 3 qualifications e.g. BTEC National in
Sports and Exercise Science
Apprenticeships in the Leisure industry, such as Health clubs and Gyms

Weblink for further information:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/sport-
2022.html

Options@



The units covered in the course give an introduction to the world of construction
and give the opportunity to develop practical skills for the future and a valuable
insight into the input the construction industry has on  our society and
community. Students get the opportunity to be creative and understand
technological advances in the construction industry.

Unit 1
Construction activities take place in many different contexts. Through this unit,
learners will gain the knowledge and understanding to be able to plan how to
minimise risk to their own and others health and safety in different contexts. 

Choice between Unit 2 and 3 

Unit 2 
Throughout this unit you will learn to interpret technical information in order to
identify materials, tools and equipment needed to complete construction tasks.
You will develop a range of construction skills which can be used during
construction processes, ensuring you take account of any health and safety
issues.

Unit 3,
 Through this unit you will learn about different types of jobs that exist in the
construction sector and how these jobs contribute to successful projects. You
will develop an understanding of the processes that are followed by people
working in construction that ensure projects are successful. You will use the
knowledge and understanding you have acquired through carrying out practical
construction tasks and consideration of safety and security of construction
processes, together with planning skills developed through this unit, so that you
can plan construction projects. 

SUBJECT: CONSTRUCTION
LEAD TEACHER: MR DANAHER
HEAD OF DEPT: MR CHOUDHURY
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: CONSTRUCTING THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT WJEC
LEVEL 1/2



How will I be assessed? 
The course is assessed through a programme of exams and internally assessed
written and practical work (coursework).
Final grading will be either:-
Level 2 Pass               (equal to 4/5 at GCSE)
Level 2 Merit              (equal to 6/7 at GCSE)
Level 3 Distinction  (equal to 8/9 at GCSE)

Careers linked to the subject:
Trades/Crafts person- Bricklayer, Plumber, Painter, Plasterer, Carpenter,
Electrician, Window fitter, carpet fitter, Ground worker, Glazier, Tiler, Roof tiler,
Site Agent
Professional/office based careers- Architect, Structural Engineer, Site
Surveyor, Health and Safety officer, Quantity Surveyor, Public Liaison Officer,
Environmental Officer, Project Manager 
Progression Pathways:
Students can pursue a variety of careers within the construction industry both
at a professional level and craftsperson trained approach.
- Level 3 Extended Project;
- Level 3 qualifications in construction, such as Diplomas in Construction and
the Built Environment; 
- Level 2 qualifications in construction, including specialist areas such as
plumbing, bricklaying and carpentry apprenticeships in construction.
Web links for more information e.g. exam board:
https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/0j5ferbq/wjec-level-1-2-award-in-ctbe-spec-e-
02-10-20.pdf

Options@



develop an appreciation of the importance of creativity and innovation to
good design practice 
actively engage in the processes of design and technology to develop as
effective and independent learners 
understand the key principles of designing and making 
 use their knowledge, skills and understanding to make design decisions in
order to make a quality prototype 
analyse existing products and produce practical solutions to meet needs,
wants and opportunities, recognising their impact on quality of life 
critically analyse links between the principles of good design, existing
solutions and technological knowledge

 AQA GCSE in Product Design offers a unique opportunity in the curriculum for
learners to identify and solve real problems by designing and making products
or systems. Through studying GCSE Product Design, learners will be prepared
to participate confidently and successfully in an increasingly technological
world; and be aware of, and learn from, wider influences on design and
technology, including historical, social/cultural, environmental and economic
factors.  The specification enables learners to work creatively when designing
and making and apply technical and practical expertise, in order to: 

SUBJECT: PRODUCT DESIGN (3D TECHNOLOGY)
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: MR CHOUDHURY
HEAD OF FACULTY: MR ANTELL
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: AQA PRODUCT DESIGN



How will I be assessed?

Careers linked to Design & Technology:
Product design, Architecture, Interior design, Construction, Engineering,
Automotive Design, Graphic design, Civil engineering, Robotic engineering

Progression Pathways:
•A Level in Product Design 
•Engineering degree

Weblinks for further information:
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-
8206/specification-at-a-glance

Options@

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/design-and-technology-gcse#tab_overview


The WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Hospitality and Catering is made up
of two mandatory units:
Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering Industry
Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in Action

Each of the units of the WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Hospitality and
Catering has been designed so that knowledge, skills and understanding are
developed through tasks that have many of the characteristics of real work in
the sector. Each unit has what is referred to as an applied purpose, which acts
as a focus for the learning in the unit. They have been devised around the
concept of a ‘plan, do, review' approach so that learners take part in practical
activities in different contexts in order to learn the related theories. 

This approach mirrors many work related activities in the hospitality and
catering sector and also provides for learning in a range of contexts. As such,
the qualification provides learners with a broad appreciation of work in the
hospitality and catering sector and wider opportunities for progression into
further education, employment or training. This approach also enables
learners to learn in such a way that they develop:
·Skills required for independent learning and development 
·A range of generic and transferable skills
·The ability to solve problems 
·The skills of project based research, development and presentation 
The fundamental ability to work alongside other professionals, in a
professional environment

SUBJECT: HOSPITALITY AND CATERING
LEAD TEACHER: MR S HUSSAIN
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: MR CHOUDHURY
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: LEVEL 1/2 WJEC HOSPITALITY AND CATERING



How will I be assessed?
Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering Industry will be externally assessed
Duration: 1 hour 20 minutes
Number of marks: 80
Grading: Level 1 Pass, Level 2 Pass, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Distinction
Short and extended answer questions based around applied situations.
Learners will be required to use stimulus material presented in different
formats to respond to questions

Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in Action is internally assessed
There are three stages of assessment that will be controlled: 
·Task setting 
·Task taking 
·Task marking
Grading: Level 1 Pass, Merit, Distinction, Level 2 Pass, Merit, Distinction,
Distinction*

Careers linked to Catering and Hospitality:
Baker, Barista, Butcher, Butler, Cake decorator, Catering manager, Cellar
technician, Chef, Consumer scientist, Counter Service assistant, Cruise ship
steward, Fishmonger, Food factory worker, Food manufacturing inspector,
Food scientist, Hotel manager, Hotel porter, Hotel room attendant, Kitchen
porter, Restaurant manager. Street food trader and Wedding planner

Progression Pathways:
Students who choose Hospitality & Catering can progress on to Level 3 Food
Science and Nutrition courses. 

Weblinks for further information:
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/hospitality-and-catering-level-1-
2/#tab_overviewOptions@
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the characteristics of children’s development from birth up to five years 
factors that affect growth and development 
the importance of play 
how play promotes children’s learning and development 
reasons why children may need support
 child-friendly environments to support play, learning and development in
children from birth to five years old
supporting all children to learn and develop physically, intellectually,
emotionally and socially, and adapting activities to support children’s play,
learning and development. 

The Tech Award gives learners the opportunity to develop applied knowledge
and understanding of child development and growth up to the age of five, how
children  learn through play and how meeting the needs of individual children
will support their development, play and learning. In a practical learning
environment, learners will have the opportunity to develop applied knowledge
in the following areas: 

Component 1—Children's Growth and Development—Learners will investigate
growth and development for children from birth to five years old
Component 2—Learning Through Play—learners will develop an understanding
of how play activities can influence children’s learning between the ages of
birth and five years old. They will consider the different types of play in which
children engage, and how activities can support children’s learning and
progress across the five areas of development. 
Component 3—Supporting Children to Play, Learn and Develop—Learners
investigate how a child learns and develops and adapt activities to support the
inclusion of all children in play for learning and development. 

SUBJECT: CHILD DEVELOPMENT
LEAD TEACHER: MRS CROSDALE
HEAD OF FACULTY: MRS HUSSAIN
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: PEARSON BTEC TECH AWARD IN CHILD
DEVELOPMENT 



How will I be assessed?
Component 1—Children's Growth and Development—Learners will investigate
growth and development for children from birth to five years old
Component 2—Learning Through Play—learners will develop an understanding
of how play activities can influence children’s learning between the ages of
birth and five years old. They will consider the different types of play in which
children engage, and how activities can support children’s learning and
progress across the five areas of development. 
Component 3—Supporting Children to Play, Learn and Develop—Learners
investigate how a child learns and develops and adapt activities to support the
inclusion of all children in play for learning and development. 

Careers linked to childcare:
There are many early years related careers such as Child nursing, Teaching
assistant, Nursery nurse, Care centre manager, Childcare Assistant, Social
worker, Primary teaching, Paediatricians, Psychologists, Occupational
therapists, and Speech and language therapists.

Progression Pathways:
·Entry to Vocational Level 3 qualifications e.g. BTEC National in Child’s Play,
Learning and Development
·Apprenticeships in the Early years industry e.g. education, social work, child
care.

Weblinks for further information:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/child-
development-2022.html

Options@



the life stages and key characteristics in the physical, intellectual, emotional and social
(PIES) development classifications and the different factors that can affect an
individual’s growth and development 
different life events and how individuals can adapt or be supported through changes
caused by life events 
 health and social care conditions, how they can be managed by the individual and the
different health and social care services that are available 
the barriers and obstacles an individual may encounter and how these can  be
overcome
 the skills, attributes and values required to give care and how these benefit  the
individual 
how factors can affect an individual’s current health and wellbeing 
 how physiological indicators and an individual’s lifestyle choices determine physical
health 
the se of the person-centred approach 
recommendations and actions to improving health and wellbeing and the barriers or
obstacles individuals may face when following recommendations and the support
available to overcome.  

Health and social care is one of the fastest growing sectors in the UK with demand for both
health and social care employees continuously rising. In 2019/20, the adult social care
sector contributed approximately £41.2 billion a year to the UK economy. Social care
employees, such as care assistants and social workers work with individuals to support
them to be as independent as possible in their own homes, in care homes or nursing
homes. Healthcare employees, such as doctors, pharmacists, nurses, midwives,
healthcare assistants and physiotherapists, work with individuals to enhance their quality
of life by improving their health. 

The Tech Award gives learners the opportunity to develop applied knowledge in the
following areas: 

SUBJECT: HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: MRS HUSSAIN
HEAD OF FACULTY: MRS HUSSAIN
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: BTEC TECH AWARD IN HEALTH AND
SOCIAL CARE 



How will I be assessed?
Component 1 Human Lifespan Development: Human growth and development
across life stages, factors affecting growth and development, different types
of life event, coping with change caused by life events.

Component 2: Health and Social care services, barriers to accessing services,
Care Values, reviewing own application of care values.

Component 3: You will study the factors that affect health and wellbeing,
learning about physiological and lifestyle indicators, and how to design a health
and wellbeing improvement plan

Careers linked to Health & Social Care:
Health sector, social care sector, NHS practitioner, Radiography, Midwifery,
Nursing, Paramedics, Podiatry, Social Work, Care Work, Social Care Nursing,
Midwifery, Nursery nurse, Care centre manager, Care Assistant, Social worker

Progression Pathways:
·Entry to Vocational Level 3 qualifications e.g. BTEC National in Health and
Social Care
Apprenticeships in the Health industry e.g. dentistry, social work, child care

Weblinks for further information:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-
awards/health-and-social-care-2022.html

Options@



AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical
understanding of sources. 
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with
appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes

We believe art is such an integral part of the world around us. There is not a
profession or vocation where creative thinking, problem solving and
independent working skills aren’t vital. By studying photography students will
explore the world around them, including different cultures and interpretation
of art through the course. You have to be committed and dedicated to the
subject as much of the work will be self led and completed outside of the
classroom. You will make creative, independent decisions about your work,
developing resilience and problem making skills.

You will cover a wide range of photography skills and techniques and explore a
range of different photographic equipment. We also have good ICT facilities
with a dedicated computer suite, equipped with Adobe programmes to
explore digital based photography.

How will I be assessed?
The course consists of two components, component 1 coursework unit which
is worth 60% of the final grade and component 2 externally set exam which is
worth 40% of the final grade. Each component is marked out of 96. 

Each component must cover four Assessment Objectives (AO’s)

SUBJECT: PHOTOGRAPHY 
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: MRS MARCUS
HEAD OF FACULTY: MR GRIFFITHS
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: AQA GCSE ART AND DESIGN
PHOTOGRAPHY 8200
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AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work
progresses.
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions
and demonstrates understanding of visual language.

Component 1 coursework units. We choose to submit two of the best graded
units from these titles. 
Unit 1: Introduction to photography
Unit 2 Lighting
Unit 3: Colour
Unit 4: Manipulation
Unit 5: Mock exam. 

Component 2 Externally set exam. The exam board provide 7 project titles
which students complete Assessment Objectives 1, 2 and 3 over 10 weeks then
sit a 10 hour exam over two days to complete a final response. (AO4) 
Careers linked to photography:
The creative industries are the fastest economic sector in the UK, responsible
for 5.6% of jobs and worth £76.9bn to the UK economy. There are many
exciting and interesting career choices available, some of these include;
Fashion and textiles, Theatre, TV and Film, Ecommerce, Events and marketing
Graphic designer, Animator, Digital media designer, Social media marketing.
Progression Pathways: You could progress onto A- levels or any Btec from this
course. We would recommend a foundation degree before progressing to
university courses. You could also look at art apprenticeships, in careers such
as photography, TV and media, fashion, graphic design and advertisement.
Web links for more information:
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-
8206
https://targetcareers.co.uk/career-sectors/arts-and-creative/894045-
careers-in-art-and-design
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/browse-by-
interests/creative-design#
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Students gain English literacy for use in education, employment and everyday
life. They are based on the Adult ESOL Core Curriculum and the National
Standards for Adult Literacy.

Learners are taught communication skills such as reading, writing, speaking
and listening. Students can study at different levels available from Entry 1 to
Level 2.
ESOL qualifications give learners the competence and confidence to use their
English skills in their studies and employment and other areas of their life. They
give learners the opportunity to:
•develop their English language knowledge and skills
•achieve a nationally recognised qualification
•develop personal growth and engagement in learning
•develop English skills for personal and employment-related application. 

How will I be assessed?
You will take three exams at the end of the end of the year in reading, writing,
speaking and listening. 
The exams are verified internally and then externally.  Following  a successful 
 verification process students receive certificates   for  Pearson Edexcel Award
in ESOL Skills for Life.

Careers linked to ESOL:
As a career – you can be a translator  or an interpreter . 
But most importantly - language skills are also useful in every job and with
ESOL you can have a successful career in any area you will choose to take
Weblink for further information:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-esol.html

SUBJECT: ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES 
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: MRS DOYLE
HEAD OF FACULTY: MRS DOYLE
SPECIFICATION AND QUALIFICATION: PEARSON EDEXCEL AWARD IN ESOL
SKILLS FOR LIFE
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