
 

Why choose this subject? 
 
The study of English Literature at A Level helps you to develop a number of subject specific as 

well as transferable skills by encouraging in-depth, critical and contextual thinking in response 

to a range of literary works. Students will be required to familiarise themselves with subject 

knowledge from plays, novels and poems emerging from distinct genres and spanning across 

many centuries. With this comprehensive exploration of characters and themes will come the 

awareness of how traditions and culture have shaped literature over the years. 

What will I learn? 

● To read widely and independently set texts and others that they have selected for 

themselves 

 ● To engage critically and creatively with a substantial body of texts and ways of responding 

to them 

 ● To develop and effectively apply their knowledge of literary analysis and evaluation  

● To explore the contexts of the texts they are reading and others’ interpretations of them 

 ● To undertake independent and sustained studies to deepen their appreciation and 

understanding of English literature, including its changing traditions 

 

Content of the course 

Paper 1 – Drama (30% of qualification – 2hr 15 minute exam) Othello and A Streetcar Named 

Desire 

Paper 2 – Prose (20% of qualification – 1hr 15 minute exam) Frankenstein and The 

Handmaid’s Tale 

Paper 3 – Poetry (30% of qualification – 2hr 15 minute exam) Poems of the Decade and 

Victorian poetry 

Component 4 – Non-exam assessment (20% of qualification – comparative essay 2500-3000 

words) Pupils will compare 1984 with a novel of their choice. 
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Central texts 

 

Othello 

In Othello, Shakespeare creates a powerful drama of a 

marriage that begins with fascination (between the exotic 

Moor Othello and the Venetian lady Desdemona), with 

elopement, and with intense mutual devotion and that ends 

precipitately with jealous rage and violent deaths. He sets this 

story in the romantic world of the Mediterranean, moving the 

action from Venice to the island of Cyprus and giving it an even 

more exotic colouring with stories of Othello's African past. 

Shakespeare builds so many differences into his hero and 

heroine—differences of race, of age, of cultural background—

that one should not, perhaps, be surprised that the marriage 

ends disastrously. 

 

 

 

 

 

A Streetcar Named Desire 

Fading southern belle Blanche DuBois is adrift in the modern 
world. When she arrives to stay with her sister Stella in a 
crowded, boisterous corner of New Orleans, her delusions of 
grandeur bring her into conflict with Stella's crude, brutish 
husband Stanley Kowalski. Eventually their violent collision 
course causes Blanche's fragile sense of identity to crumble, 
threatening to destroy her sanity and her one chance of 
happiness. Tennessee Williams's steamy and shocking 
landmark drama is one of the most influential plays of the 
twentieth century. 

 

 

 

 



 
Frankenstein 

 

Mary Shelley's chilling Gothic tale was conceived when she 

was only eighteen, living with her lover Percy Shelley on Lake 

Geneva. The story of Victor Frankenstein who, obsessed with 

creating life itself, plunders graveyards for the material to 

fashion a new being, but whose botched creature sets out to 

destroy his maker, would become the world's most famous 

work of horror fiction, and remains a devastating exploration 

of the limits of human creativity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Handmaid’s Tale 

 

Offred is a Handmaid in The Republic of Gilead, a religious 

totalitarian state in what was formerly known as the United 

States. She is placed in the household of The Commander, 

Fred Waterford - her assigned name, Offred, means 'of Fred'. 

She has only one function: to breed. If Offred refuses to enter 

into servitude to repopulate a devastated world, she will be 

hanged. Yet even a repressive state cannot eradicate hope 

and desire. As she recalls her pre-revolution life in flashbacks, 

Offred must navigate through the terrifying landscape of 

torture and persecution in the present day, and between two 

men upon which her future hangs. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Poems of the Decade 

 

Poems of the Decade brings together more than one hundred 

poems from the many thousands submitted to the Forward 

Prizes for Poetry in the first decade of the 21st century. This 

anthology of anthologies draws on the ten Forward Books of 

Poetry published to accompany the prizes between 2001 and 

2010. It is the perfect introduction to a wide range of 

contemporary poetry: works that speak of violence, danger and 

fear, of love and all that opposes love, in forms of language 

broken and reshaped by the need to communicate what it is to 

be alive now, here. 

 

 

 

 

 

The New Oxford Book of Victorian Verse 

 

A great age of poetry speaks for itself in Christopher Ricks's 

celebrated anthology: the variety and power of Victorian 

verse, the innovation and creativity with which poets resisted 

the bad propensities of the era through which they lived. 

The great figures are of course strongly represented --

Tennyson and Browning, Swinburne and Hopkins--but not so 

as to crowd out the less expected but equally rewarding 

facets of light verse and nonsense, of grotesque and protest. 

At long last justice is done to the poignant directness of "the 

true voice of feeling," from William Barnes and John Clare, 

through Emily Jane Bronte and Christina G. Rossetti, to 

Thomas Hardy 

 

 

 

 



Why study English Literature at A-Level? 
 

An A-level in English Literature is a pathway to University where your options are seemingly 

unlimited as to what degree you will choose to do. While there is more to English 

literature than reading hefty tomes until your eyes go square, it is fair to say that reading and 

analysing written works is likely to be pretty central to your studies. When studying English 

literature, students scrutinise and debate a variety of texts, as well as learning about the time 

periods they were written in and critical approaches that have shaped the way we view 

literature today. If you choose to study English literature, you will develop comprehensive 

written and spoken communication skills, becoming adept at arguing a point, framing a 

narrative and analysing various levels of meaning. All of these desirable skills will be greatly 

beneficial for whichever degree course you decide to pursue.  
 
Career opportunities 
 

Although there is no one industry which takes precedence, English degree graduates are often 

found where strong communication and written English skills are top priorities; for example, 

within the worlds of media and publishing. On the one hand, the widespread demand for good 

communication skills means English literature degrees offer lots of potential career paths.  

Potential careers 

 Digital copywriter 
 Editorial assistant 
 Secondary/Primary school teacher 
 Magazine journalist 
 Newspaper journalist 
 Web content manager 
 Writer 
 Publishing copy-editor/proofreader 
 Lexicographer 
 Talent agent 

 
For further information, contact: 
Mr Burke, English Teacher     

   

           


